
Leader Guide 
Journey to Joy Series 

“Family Values” - Hebrews 13:1-6 

Main Point:  A Christian family is loving, honorable and focused on Christ’s presence. 
 
SERIES OVERVIEW:  We live in a time when everything in our culture seems to be shaking and  
changing.  Terrorism, racial  
conflict, Ebola and family disintegration threaten life as we know it.  Like Christians in the 1st century,  
we wonder what we can do.  As the instability of life increases, we may find our faith wavering.  Hebrews  
inspires us to trust the One sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high as the anchor for our soul. 
 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The book of Hebrews is a sermon preached to a people who were tempted to 
back away from their faith because of the trials they faced.  Throughout the book, the author intersperses 
strong exhortations to keep their faith in Christ with rich teaching explaining why Jesus is so worthy to be 
trusted.  They were converts from Judaism, so the author  
compares the Old Testament heroes and systems they respected with the person and work of Jesus, and 
shows them how much greater Jesus is.    
 
In Hebrews 13:1-6 the author gives tangible, practical applications on how Christians should live and love  
in community based on the gospel truths of chapters 1-12. 

CONNECTING: 
Allow time for people to share their answers to the first question.  This may help to bond your group  
together as people learn more about one another.   
 
In a loving family and church community you will see brotherly love lived out in hospitality, ministering  
to needs, honoring marriage, and being generous with our resources. 

UNDERSTANDING: 
Question #1: Really try to have every person in your group do this rating.  It will be good for everyone 
to share their shortcomings on this because it provides an “entry level” way to develop authentic  
community.  You and your people must become increasingly transparent so you can know each other  
better and encourage each other through your struggles with gospel-centered truth and action.   
 
Question #2:  Such displays of brotherly love demonstrate to unbelievers that we are Christians and that 
our Savior is the only way, truth, and life (John 13:35; Matt. 5:16).  It also helps believers to develop  
greater faith and move further away from fear.  When we fear, we self-protect and become self-loving, and 
our faith shrivels.  When we love others, even at cost to ourselves, we are free and filled with faith and love 
towards God (1 Jn. 4:20-21). 



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
At this time share with your group that if there is anyone who feels 
like they have consistently lacked in love for others and therefore 
may have reason to doubt whether they love God, briefly share with 
them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) 
Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 
3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of 
His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and 
rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our 
place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of 
grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation 
(Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the 
group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and 
have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members 
gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone 
after group about these things if no one is comfortable to open up in 
front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!   
How exciting!! 

LIVING: 
Many of you have taken your  
LIFE Group to the next level of 
transformative community.  You 
have moved beyond being a  
discussion facilitator and have  
experienced the challenges - but 
far greater joys - of being a  
shepherd who truly cares for the 
souls of your people.  Thank you 
for feeding God’s sheep!  

NEXT STEPS: 
Don’t forget these Next Steps to spiritual maturity in obeying God’s commands:  remind your folks to get 
involved in ways to love and serve others (Hebrews 6:10).  They can serve in youth, kids, worship or 
First Impressions ministries, or as an “advocate” who befriends and supports someone who is currently 
struggling in their life, or at Hoover School, or through the many other opportunities to serve others at 
Stonebridge.  Please have your people contact me if they are interested: jasonp@stonebridgesite.com.   

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT: Consider one way you will 
seek to hear God’s voice and live in light of it  
today.  
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:   Have your people share 
what this is and commit to hold each other  
accountable for it. 

New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:   Discuss as a group: If everyone in the world turned their back on you, or if you lost 
every earthly possession, how secure are you that Christ will be with you (Heb. 13:5-6)? 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:  Continue this dialogue with a member from your group this week and pray for 
each other to find your total security in Christ. 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Ask your people how they 
sought to hear God’s voice and live in light of it this 
past week. 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:  Have anyone share about how 
their accountability relationships have helped 
them this past week. 
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