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Main Point: The work of Christ is continually revealed in the lives of His disciples. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: The Passion of Jesus. During this Easter season, we will walk through some crucial 

passages to help us step into the pain, suffering, and glory of the resurrected Christ.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND: After Jesus rises from the dead and appears to Mary and the disciples, He 

surprises the disciples by spending time with them over breakfast. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures? 

  

QUESTION #2: Imagine you are one of the disciples after Christ’s resurrection. How would you 

feel about the future? Do you think you might be tempted to ‘get on with life?’ What are some 

ways that we may be missing the work of the Gospel in our everyday life? 

 They had lived such a dramatic life with Jesus for the past 3 years.  It would be hard to 

experience daily life without His physical presence and exciting ministry schedule, once you 

have tasted it.   

 The disciples were tempted to go back to life as usual because they likely confused as to how 

to function without Jesus physically leading them.  As believers today, we can feel the same 

way.  It is hard to stay radically on fire for Jesus in the mundane details of life.   

 However, the opportunities to follow Jesus and live missionally for the spread of the gospel are 

all around us, if we simply make a conscious commitment to follow Him by the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit in every detail of life. 

 

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“BREAKFAST WITH JESUS” – John 21:1-23 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1: Read John 21:1-14. What is the significance of the disciples catching absolutely 

nothing all night? How does Jesus’ interaction teach us about hearing and responding to Jesus’ 

call? What is interesting about the disciples knowing Jesus, but not recognizing Him physically?  

 Perhaps we are to see that the disciples have reverted back to life as usual where trusting in 

one’s own plan, abilities, and effort is the norm.  Instead, we are to trust in Jesus for every 

aspect of our lives. 

 We must listen to His commands.  We must not be prideful and stubborn in our belief that we 

are the master of our destiny.  Fortunately, the disciples were willing to humbly hear the call of 

Jesus to do what He said in casting the net on the other side of the boat.   

 Jesus may have looked slightly different because of His glorified, resurrected body.  But the 

point here is probably to show that the disciples knew Jesus at an internal level of intimate 

faith even when they could not recognize Him from an external perspective. 

   

QUESTION #2: Read John 21:15-19. Why does Jesus repeat his question of love for Peter? What 

insight does this give us into Peter’s struggles? How does Jesus display a great love for Peter in 

this act? How would Peter’s love for Jesus ultimately be expressed? What is important about 

this?  

 Remember that Peter recently went through one of the biggest trials and failures of his life 

when he denied he was a follower of Jesus three times to save his own neck.  When Jesus 

looked at him at the third crowing of the rooster, Peter wept bitterly.  Even with the 

resurrection and appearance of Christ, it does not appear this failure was ever dealt with and 

healed for Peter. 

 It is possible that this 3-fold questioning of Peter in John 21 is Jesus’ way of healing Peter and 

getting him “back in the saddle” to accomplish the mission of Christ.  Peter obviously felt 

inadequate to lead the flock of God and went back to fishing…something he probably felt he 

could adequately do.  Jesus shows great love to him by picking him up, dusting him off, and 

renewing Peter’s calling and purpose to feed and lead His flock.   

 Peter would visibly demonstrate his love for Christ in leading the early Church, but even more 

so, he would be martyred for Christ.  Some early historians believe that Peter was crucified 

upside down on a cross because of his faith in Jesus! 

 Dying for Jesus is probably the greatest encouragement a believer can have.  In that moment, a 

martyr is absolutely and fully aware that they are truly a follower of Christ.  It is not mere lip-

service or duty-driven religion, but the martyr knows that they sincerely love Christ more than 

their own life.  They know they are really a follower of the one, true, and living Lord!  Peter gets 

this wonderful confirmation in his death.  This would have been such a great encouragement to 

him, especially since he once denied Jesus to save his life.  In his martyrdom, he dies for Jesus 

and loses his life for Him. 
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QUESTION #3: Read John 21:20-23. Why does Peter bring up John in his conversation with 

Jesus? What might be the significance of John referring to himself as ‘the disciple whom Jesus 

loved?’ What was John’s calling, and how was this different than Peter’s calling? What is 

important about understanding this in light of these verses? 

 There was some fleshly competitiveness and selfish ambition still resident in the hearts of the disciples 

(see Luke 22:24-26; Mark 10:35-45).  After hearing that his destiny is to suffer and die, Peter might 

have not immediately seen this as an encouragement !  It would have been natural to wonder about 

the fate of the other disciples, especially the one(s) he was most “in competition” with.  John was 

definitely that one.  In fact, John also had some similar fleshly struggles with jealousy and ambition.  

Referring to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” is somewhat of a sweet picture, but there is 

probably a little bit of prideful “rubbing it in” to the psyches of the other eleven…perhaps especially, 

Peter!  Jesus obviously did not love John more than Peter and the others, but Jesus would have related 

differently to each of them based on their personalities and how they best received love.  Jesus knew 

their hearts and could do this to perfection.  John may have been one who was more affectionate in 

nature and needed more visible affirmation.  Peter may not have needed this, but it may have looked as 

if Jesus cared more for John because of this more visible display.   

 John’s calling was to live much longer than Peter.  We know that John did not die a martyr’s death, 

although he suffered greatly as an exile on the island of Patmos.  God perhaps allowed him to live 

much longer to be able to continue to guide the early Church and to write the gospel of John. Peter was 

called to die as an early martyr and example of self-sacrifice to the early Church. 

 It is important to see that we are all loved by Jesus as believers, but that He has very different, yet 

equally purposeful and important, callings for us to live out.  We must guard against jealousy, selfish 

ambition, and pride.  We bring nothing to the table.  Jesus does not give us our callings because of how 

gifted we are.  He chooses our path and equips us for the necessary gifts.  There are no Christians who 

are more important than others!  (1 Cor. 12).   

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: What are some areas in which we are aware of Jesus’ commands, but are still 

trying to live in our own strength? Why is this a futile endeavor? How can understanding 

Christ’s care and provision for us help us trust Him more? 

 Allow time to share openly about what some of these areas of self-fueled living could be. 

 It is futile to live this way because it fosters pride…but even more so, it is absolutely foolish.  

None of us live by our own strength.  It is only through God that we “live and move and have 

our being” as wisely quoted by Paul (Acts 17:28).  Even our ability to put bait on a hook, cast 

the line in the water, and catch a mess of fish (or even one tiny bluegill) is enabled by the 

power of God.  The sooner we figure this out and become content with it, the better off we will 

be…and the readier we will be to lay down our ambitions and even our lives to follow Jesus!! 

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #2: Peter had a great struggle with pride, and apparently with a somewhat 

performance-based approach to endearing himself to Jesus. Why do we usually fail when we 

make huge promises to God? How does knowing Christ’s love for us change our view of life?  

 When we make promises founded on our own self-reliant understanding of our perceived 

“strength”, we WILL break those promises at some point.  We will not be able to live up 

perfectly to the grandiose promises we make to God and others.  I think God allows us to fail at 

keeping these boastful claims so that we are finally humbled and ready to receive everything 

from Christ…as Peter did.   

 Christ’s love and care and provision for us, especially after we fail, is the healing balm that 

allows us to confidently return to His throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace to help in 

our times of need (which are ALL THE TIME!) (Heb. 4:15-16).   

 

QUESTION #3: What is the danger in comparing our lives to the lives of other believers? Why is 

it important to understand that the ‘many other things’ that Jesus did include a variety of 

different people with different lives and callings? In what ways might I be setting my hope in 

‘the life I want’ rather than the life Christ has for me? 

 We do not have the insight to see inside the hearts of others nor the foresight to see the 

ultimate destiny and purpose of others (nor of ourselves).  This severely limits our ability to 

make accurate comparisons of oneself to others.  We don’t know what God has planned for 

them and what He is doing inside of them to help them with their unique brokenness and sin.   

 The best thing we can do is to look to Jesus…see that we do not measure up to Him when we 

compare ourselves to Him and then be humbled and grateful for His great mercy to forgive us 

and power to enable us to fulfill His mission in the way He has uniquely designed for us! 

 Allow much time to share about how these things are impacting your people.  It is likely that 

even in your LIFE Group, there are struggles with comparison, pride, jealousy, etc. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Make a “prayer list” of five friends or family members who need hope in Christ. Put them on a card 

and begin to pray daily for them. Look for ways to pray for them, show compassion and share Jesus 

with them. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share about your experience with praying for the five people on your prayer list.  Did you see God 

move in any way? 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Spend time this week thanking God for making you exactly as He did…for saving you…and for giving 

you a sure future and purpose to be on mission for the glory of His name.  Spend time reading Psalm 

139.   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


