
 

 

 

Main Point:  We must have unity in Jesus so others can have union with Jesus. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   There is a common saying by Christ-followers at Christmas - “Jesus is the reason 

for the season.” Behind these memorable words is a potent truth, Christ came from eternity past to 

live among us, die and rise from the dead, and now is exalted to the highest place! John’s Gospel says 

it like this in John 1:1-5, 14 (NLT):  In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, 

and nothing was created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and 

his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.  So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 

What difference did Christ’s coming make for the people of His day…and ours? This series in John’s 

Gospel will open our spiritual eyes to the miracle of Christmas! 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  This is the final part of Jesus’ “Upper Room Discourse”.  It is a prayer 

concluding His sermon to His Disciples that began in chapter 13 after the washing of their feet.          

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What are some examples you have seen of Christians unifying around the gospel in 

such a way that the love of God was evident to the world?   

 

QUESTION #2: What drew you to belief in Jesus?  Were other people involved?  What did you 

see in them that caused you to listen to their message? 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“NEW YEAR MISSION” – John 17:1-26 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



 

QUESTION #1: What is the heart of the gospel as John states it in chapter 17 and throughout his book 

(see 17:3, 8)?  Why does he state it in this way? 

 To know the only true God, and to know Jesus Christ whom you have sent.   

 Also: to know that the Father sent Jesus 

 The issue with the gospel always starts with whether or not we agree with Jesus’ identity as He 

proclaims it to us.  If we cannot accept His identity as the one, true Messiah and Son of God as 

prophesied to come by the Law and Prophets, we cannot believe in the efficacy of His salvific 

work for us on the cross.  We must, first and foremost, get His identity right as the one who 

came from the Father. 

 

QUESTION #2: We talk about glorifying God a lot as Christians.  What does that mean 

exactly?  Take a cue from Jesus:  how did He do it?  What does it look like for us to glorify Him 

in everything we do (1 Cor. 10:31).   

 To glorify God means to reveal His character to others.  We do this through proclamation, but 

crucially, through representation.  Jesus perfectly represented the character of the Father (Heb. 

1:1).  Of course, He even more perfectly represented it when He received His glorified body and 

entered back into the Father’s presence in Heaven (see Phil. 2:1-11; Luke 9:28-36; John 17:5; 

24).  In this way, Jesus’ full glory most fully and perfectly glorified the Father (or revealed His 

perfect character).   

 In so far as we live out the life of Christ, we represent both Him and His Father.  In this way, we 

glorify Him.  One day, we will be fully glorified.  In this state of our glory, we will most perfectly 

glorify the Godhead (i.e.,  reveal their character). 

 In John 17, we see that the highest thing we can reveal about God is His love.  In other words, 

the highest way we glorify Him is to display His loving character. 

 

QUESTION #3: What are the two specific ways Jesus asks the Father to ensure believers are kept 

in the faith (kept “in God’s name”, 17:11).  See verses 15 and 17.  How do these efforts by God 

help us?   

 Verse 15:  keep them from the Evil One 

 Verse 17: Sanctify them in the truth of God 

 The Evil One desires to keep us from glorifying the Father.  In this way, He can prevent us from 

revealing the good and loving, and thus, attractive character of God.  Satan does not want the 

rest of the world to see these things about the Father, lest they should turn from him and sin 

and back to the arms of the Father (consider the interchange between Satan and Eve in 

Genesis 3 as an example of this).   

 So Satan will use the broken realities of this world that we still live in to pull us away from 

displaying the character of God, and thus glorifying Him to the world.  He chiefly uses lies and 

falsehoods and errant worldviews and philosophies (see Col. 2:8-9).   

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



 So Jesus asks the Father to protect the Saints from Satan, especially by using the sanctifying, 

protective, and purifying tool of His Truth.  The more we can hear the Truth of God, the less we 

will be likely to pull away from robust, glorifying faith in Him.  This is why renewing the mind 

with Truth is so crucial (see Rom. 12:2). 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: What if glorifying God only meant “honoring Him” and “fearing Him” as the holy King 

and no concept of His loving character was mentioned?  How might you feel toward God?  Would 

union with Him be a favorable concept or not?  How does His love shape how you look at Him 

and desire to glorify or manifest Him to the world? 

 When we only hold out the glory of God as a duty, and as something that He demands in a 

strong-fisted way, we will fail to see the aspect of His character He wishes to display above all 

else: His love.   

 If we can’t see His love, our religion will be rote, fearful, and duty-driven.  We will not long for 

intimate union with God.  We will only be like pagan island worshippers trying to appease the 

fire and brimstone “volcano” god so he stays happy enough to avoid coming near us.  This is 

fear-based religion and is not appealing to anyone.  There is no winsome, John 3:16 message 

in this “volcano-god” approach to the glory-ing of God.  (See 1 John 4:7-19; Heb. 12:18-24).   

 It is only when we see God’s love can we love Him and long to be near Him (1 John 4:19).  And 

then, it is only this understanding of His love for us, that we can truly love our brothers and 

sisters in Christ (1 John 4:19-21).  And then, this is the only way the lost world can truly see the 

glory of God (i.e., it is the only way they can see His beautiful nature of love displayed to them 

in a way that causes them to want Him and seek Him unto salvation)(John 17:23).   

 

  

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 



members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Consider ways you might put Jesus’ teaching into practice with someone this week? How might you 

get your hands “dirty”? Think of three relationships where you can “wash feet” at home, at work 

(school) or at church. Hold yourself accountable to someone for this ministry. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what you learned as you thought about last week’s assignment. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments Assignment:   

Focus this week entirely on the idea that God loves you...not for all the good stuff you can do, but 

simply that He loves you for you.  At the end of the week, consider how this thought has impacted 

you.  Think how you might Celebrate, Connect, and Contribute in 2017 out of the abundance of this 

love for you. 
 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 


