
 

 

 

Main Point:  Because of His love, Jesus serves us by washing away our sins, bringing us into His 

family and inviting us into His mission. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   There is a common saying by Christ-followers at Christmas - “Jesus is the reason 

for the season.” Behind these memorable words is a potent truth, Christ came from eternity past to 

live among us, die and rise from the dead, and now is exalted to the highest place! John’s Gospel says 

it like this in John 1:1-5, 14 (NLT):  In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, 

and nothing was created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and 

his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.  So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 

What difference did Christ’s coming make for the people of His day…and ours? This series in John’s 

Gospel will open our spiritual eyes to the miracle of Christmas! 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  At this point in John’s Gospel, Jesus has begun to make His move toward 

accomplishing His main objective for coming to earth: dying for sin and rising from the dead.  The 

raising of Lazarus from the dead is His 7th and final miracle in John’s Gospel.  These miracles are used 

to attest to the legitimacy of His claim to be the Son of God, the Word made flesh, who was “with 

God, and was God, in the beginning” (John 1:1).      

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: When you hear “Jesus is the reason for the season”, what comes to mind? Why 

do many seem to ignore, resist or even become offended by Christians who focus on Him? 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 13:1-17, the beginning of the upper room Discourse. It introduces the 

private ministry of Jesus to His disciples. What does Jesus “know” that escaped His disciples’ 

attention (13:1, 3, 11)?  

LEADER GUIDE: 

“CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY” – John 13:1-17 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



 

 Verse 1: He knew that “his hour had come”.  Jesus knew that the time of His ministry on earth 

was at an end and that His death, resurrection, and ascension to the Father were not far away. 

 Verse 3: He knew: 

o The Father had given all things into His hands.  Jesus had full authority over all people 

and to grant salvation to those who believe (John 17:2). 

o He had come from the Father.  Jesus knew His identity as the One sent from the Father 

for the salvation of all believers. 

o He knew He was going back to the Father.  Jesus knew He had taken off His robe of 

glory in order to accomplish His mission (Phil. 2).  But He knew that He would be 

clothed with His full glory again after the mission was accomplished (John 17:4-5). 

 Verse 11: He knew who was going to betray Him.  He was aware of Judas’ foreordained role 

and of his deception. 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: How would you describe Jesus’ attitude in 13:1-5? How will Jesus show the “full 

extent of His love” since He knows He doesn’t have much time left with His disciples? 

 

 Jesus was fully confident of His identity as the One whom the Father sent…the Son of God, 

Savior and Lord.  His attitude and actions display a Man who is on a mission. 

 Jesus will show the full extent of His love by giving Himself to the full extent on the cross.  Not 

only will He lay down His life for His beloved friends (John 15:13), but He will bear the full 

weight of God’s righteous and terrible wrath in the place of these friends.  This is true love 

shown to the fullest extent! 

 

QUESTION #2: What amazes you about Jesus and His foot washing exercise (13:6-11)? If you 

were Peter, would you have reacted as he did? Why did he resist when Jesus came to wash his 

feet?  

 

 It is easy to overlook this, but consider that Jesus washed Judas’ feet even while knowing he 

would betray Him (13:11). 

 It is clearly amazing that Jesus would be so willing to do something for His disciples that was 

only fit for servants.  People’s feet would become very dirty due to the dirt roads, the open 

sandals that they wore, and the primary reliance on walking for all travel needs.  In houses of 

wealth, servants were used to do the nasty work of washing guests’ feet.  Jesus freely did this 

for His disciples, even though He was their King. 

 Yes, we all would have likely reacted like Peter.  We are all naturally self-reliant and self-

righteous.  These tendencies make us unwilling to have others do things for us, even God. 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



 

QUESTION #3: What did Jesus mean when He said, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with 

Me” (vs 8) and “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is 

clean” (vs 10)? What new meaning would these verses take on after Jesus’ death and 

resurrection? 

 

 We must be cleansed and made righteous, and that can only come if Jesus Himself washes us. 

 Once we are washed we are permanently washed.  We may collect some dirt along the way as 

we walk in this world, and we must purify ourselves from this through repentance and renewed 

belief in Christ, but the total cleansing of salvation has already happened at the moment we 

trusted in the power of Jesus’ blood to wash us from all our sins. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Is there an area of your life that needs the cleansing of Jesus? What might it 

mean to let Him wash you clean? How would you explain the connection between cleansing 

and connecting with His family? 

 

 The family of God is made up of people who have been made righteous through Christ 

(cleansed). 

 In order to enter into that family, we must be cleansed by the blood of Christ. 

 

QUESTION #2: How does Jesus challenge your idea of what it means to be a Christ follower (13: 

12-17)? What role reversals do you see here?  Who, in your life, is one person who 

demonstrates what it means to “wash feet”? What did he or she do for you? 

 

  

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 



to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Randy outlined three lessons we can learn from this story: 

1. Find joy in a life dedicated to Jesus Christ (Romans 12:1-2) 

2. Devotion to Jesus may threaten those fueled by greedy self-interest (1 Timothy 6:10-11). 

3. Acts of devotion, obedience and service have widespread effects (Matt. 26:12-13; Eph. 5:1-2). 

Which one most resonates with you? What is one thing you can do this week to grow deeper in your 

devotion to Jesus Christ? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what you learned as you thought about last week’s assignment. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments Assignment:   

Consider ways you might put Jesus’ teaching into practice with someone this week? How might you 

get your hands “dirty”? Think of three relationships where you can “wash feet” at home, at work 

(school) or at church. Hold yourself accountable to someone for this ministry. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 


