
 

 

 

Main Point:  When we “lose” our lives to serve King Jesus, we gain a meaningful life and honor. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:  The Passion of Jesus.  During this Easter season, we will walk through some 

crucial passages to help us step into the pain, suffering, and glory of the resurrected Christ.  

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He sets His face toward His 

primary mission: dying in Jerusalem and rising from the dead.   

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: As we enter Passion Week, talk with your group about the Easter season. What 

does Easter mean to you? When you were growing up, how did your family celebrate it? How 

do you celebrate it today? 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 12:1-11. What is the context for the story of Jesus triumphal entry? 

 Mary anoints Jesus in preparation for His burial. 

 This display of extravagant affection for Jesus is the last straw for Judas.  His betrayal is set in 

motion. 

 The crowds were following Jesus because they were amazed by the story of Lazarus’ 

resurrection. 

 The Jewish leaders were setting in motion their plot to kill both Jesus and Lazarus. 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read John 12:12-19. How does the crowd respond to Jesus and why? How do 

the religious leaders respond? What is the Gospel of John trying to say about Jesus in this 

section. Read Zechariah 9:9-13. How does this prophecy describe the reign of the Messiah 

King?  

 The crowd is heralding Him as a King they anticipate will save them (“Hosanna” means “save!”).  

They were also spreading the word about Jesus around to others.  They were enamored with 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“YOUR KING IS COMING” – John 12:12-36 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



Him because of the story of Lazarus’ resurrection from the dead.  It is likely the people believe 

Jesus may be a Messiah who would deliver them from the physical rule of the Romans. 

 The religious leaders are frustrated by Jesus’ populist fanfare. 

 John is proclaiming that Jesus is indeed the coming Messiah.  However, Jesus is much more 

than the King and Deliverer of Israel.  He is the Savior of the World. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 12:20-36. Who are the Greeks? Why does their coming trigger 

something in Jesus regarding his mission timeline? What did their coming prompt Jesus to talk 

about (12:23-28)?  

 The Greeks are possibly just God-fearing Gentiles who have come up to worship God at the 

festival along with the Jews.   

 Their coming emphasizes Jesus’ global agenda.  He is not just the Messiah of the Jews but the 

Savior of the world. 

 Their coming prompted Him to talk about His death and the need for true believers to follow 

Him on this same path.  This is not what the Jews, nor probably the Greeks, expected.   

 Victory and honor would be the expected path of the Messiah, not “defeat” and dishonor. 

 

QUESTION #3: The “hour” was the moment for both Jesus and the Father to be “glorified.” 

What does the term “glorified” mean (12:23, 27-28)? What events were going to glorify the 

Father and the Son (12:24, 30-34)? 

 When something is “glorified” its true nature is “revealed” or “manifest”.  In Christ’s death (and 

resurrection and ascension), the magnificent person and purpose of both the Father and Son 

would be seen in all splendor. 

 Jesus’ lifting up unto death on the cross would fulfill prophecy, thus establishing God’s eternal 

Word as faithful and true.  His death would defeat the Enemy and solidify future judgment 

upon his head.  His death would draw many Jews and Gentiles to Himself in faith unto eternal 

salvation.  All these things show God to be sovereign, wise, faithful, powerful, loving, and 

merciful…and worthy of full glory! 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Read John 12:24-26. How would you say these things in your own words? What 

is Jesus asking of us, his followers? 

 Jesus our leader died to produce eternal fruit.  If we are His followers, we too will submit to a 

type of death in order to produce fruit for His name. 

LIVING:   

 



 The death He requires is a death to self.  We must submit our desires to His desires and do 

whatever He has asked of us no matter the cost.  The main mission is to proclaim the gospel 

and make disciples of all nations! 

 

QUESTION #2: In what ways do you show you love your life wrongly (12:25)? In what ways are 

you indifferent to your own life? Where do you need to be in order to be where he is (12:26)? 

 When we seek our own pleasure as the highest objective for our lives, we actually hate 

ourselves.  Why?  Because this objective cannot be reached.  We are sending ourselves on a 

wild goose chase that we know will end in failure.  You wouldn’t do that to your worst enemy, 

but a “self-lover” does it to himself/herself.  The reality is we cannot be fully satisfied without 

God.  We cannot find life apart from Him.  If we try to, we hate ourselves and ultimately 

experience death instead of life.   

 We must seek God and His will as our highest objective and this will bring lasting life, joy and 

satisfaction.   

 We need to be both crucified with Christ and abiding in Christ who is abiding in the Father.  

When we die to self and live unto Christ, we experience fellowship with the Father. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Conclude this section of our study in Romans praying with your group or family. Discuss this question: 

How can we encourage each other to live in this life of suffering and wait with patient endurance 

despite the pressures we experience? 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share on your reflections from last week’s assignment. 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 



 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Conclude your time by reviewing what Jesus means by being the “light” (see John 1:9; 3:19-21; 8:12; 

12:35-36). Talk about the way people responded to Jesus in John’s day and ours. What is your next 

step with King Jesus?   

 

Pray for Good Friday (April 14), Reach Cedar Rapids Saturday morning (April 15) and 

Resurrection Weekend services (April 15-16).  

 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE REACH CEDAR RAPIDS: CARRY THE CROSS & HOPE BASKETS 

EVENT ON SATURDAY APRIL 15th!! MAKE IT A GROUP EVENT! INVITE YOUR PEOPLE AND 

WORK TOGETHER TO BRING DONATIONS!! SIGN UP HERE: https://stonebridge.church/ctc/ 

2. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

3. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

4. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 


