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MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

Main Point:  Jesus is honored by our devotion to Him.  

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   There is a common saying by Christ-followers at Christmas - “Jesus is the reason for the 

season.” Behind these memorable words is a potent truth, Christ came from eternity past to live among us, die 

and rise from the dead, and now is exalted to the highest place! John’s Gospel says it like this in John 1:1-5, 14 

(NLT):  In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He existed in 

the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. 4 The 

Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the dark-

ness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.  So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was 

full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.  What 

difference did Christ’s coming make for the people of His day…and ours? This series in John’s Gospel will open 

our spiritual eyes to the miracle of Christmas! 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  At this point in John’s Gospel, Jesus has begun to make His move toward accomplish-

ing His main objective for coming to earth: dying for sin and rising from the dead.  The raising of Lazarus from 

the dead is His 7th and final miracle in John’s Gospel.  These miracles are used to attest to the legitimacy of His 

claim to be the Son of God, the Word made flesh, who was “with God, and was God, in the beginning” (John 1:1).      
  
 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.    
 
QUESTION #1: What is your gift-giving tradition? As a child, how did your parents celebrate Christmas and 
which of these traditions have you brought into your family today?    
 
QUESTION #2: Giving gifts can be stressful. How have you noticed pressures of the holiday season bringing 
guilt and anger over unmet expectations? In what ways have you coped with these pressures?   
 It might be helpful for you to share a mea culpa, and perhaps humorous, experience when you have gotten 

angry or guilty due to Christmas and gift-giving.  
 This will help encourage and guide your people to share their own stories of struggle. 

UNDERSTANDING 
QUESTION #1: Read John 11:55-57 for the setting. What is Passover? Why had Jesus created a “buzz” in Je-

rusalem?  

 Passover is a long-standing Jewish holiday commemorating the exodus from Egypt.  It is arguably the preemi-

nent Jewish holiday, at least during biblical times.   

 The final plague the Lord sent against the Egyptians employed His Angel of Death to kill every firstborn hu-

man and calf in Egypt (Ex. 11:4-6).  The only way to deflect this terrible and traumatic wrath of God from af-

fecting one’s family was to sacrifice an unblemished, male, yearling lamb and to wipe its blood on the door-

frame of the house (Ex. 12:1-7).  When the Angel of Death comes to a “covered” home, he will “pass over” it 

and not take the life of the firstborn males.   

 The connection to Jesus is so palpable it almost does not require explanation.  He chose to die at Passover to 

make plain His purpose.  He was the unblemished, male lamb who was sacrificed for His Chosen People (all  



 believers) so that God’s wrath would not be poured out on them, leading to eternal Death.  Instead, this wrath 

and Death “passed over” them and was placed on the sacrificed lamb.  His blood covers us unto salvation. 

 Jesus had created quite a stir for some time, but the raising of Lazarus and the subsequent activation of the 

religious leaders’ plan to kill Him (which leaks and gossip likely spread into the streets) had intensified the 

public’s fixation on Jesus. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 12:1-11. What do you notice about Lazarus, Martha and Mary (12:1-3)? Describe 

the gift Mary gave Jesus. What is “nard” and why is it so expensive? Why did Mary do it?  

 All three of them are engaged in hospitality toward Jesus.  This can only be explained by their devotion to Him.  

They loved Him and wanted to celebrate Him, especially after what He had done to raise Lazarus from the 

dead.   

 Mary gave Jesus about 12 ounces (a Roman pound) of an expensive ointment made from pure nard and used it 

to anoint His feet. 

 Nard was a perfume probably imported from India to the Holy Land and sealed in alabaster jars.  A likely 

combination of the perfume needing to be imported, possible import tariffs and specialty taxes, the special 

quality of this nard as “pure” and not an impure “knockoff,” as well as the high demand for perfumes and the 

luxury status they achieved because of the relative inaccessibility to these products for much of the 

population, all worked together to drive up the price of spikenard.   

 Judas estimates the nard would fetch 300 denarii on the open market (although his estimate could be 

inaccurate due to his internal, personal agenda in this case).  But if he is close, in today’s dollars, Mary’s 

spikenard could have cost her approximately $25,000 in USD.  We make this assumption because it appears 

that the average wage for a day laborer was one denarius (Matthew 20).  So a low-income worker in Israel 

would make around 300-365 denarii per year (fluctuation would be due to sick days and days of 

unemployment).  Today, the poverty line for low-income workers supporting a family of four in the United 

States is $25,000 per year.  So Judas’ shock, on the surface, might be understandable, even though his hidden 

motives tainted all of his words and actions.  He points out to everyone in the room that Mary’s seemingly 

reckless action, lasting no more than a few minutes, could have supported an entire family struggling with 

poverty for an entire year! 

 Mary was willing to part with such a large sum of money because she was overcome with love for her Savior 

and King.  It is possible that she, even before the Twelve Disciples, recognized what Jesus had been saying 

plainly for some time: He was going to die for our sins.  If she understood this, then she was cognizant that her 

act was one of anointing Christ for His eventual death and burial (this could be Jesus’ meaning in 12:7 and 

Mark 14:8).  However, it is possible that she is not entirely aware of this larger, more important function, and 

merely sees her act as one of pure, grateful devotion for what Jesus had done to resurrect her brother, 

Lazarus, and to give her spiritual freedom that came from trusting in His identity as the Messiah.   

 

QUESTION #3: In John 12:4-8 it is clear that Judas’s concern for the poor is motivated by greed. What does 

Jesus reveal about himself and his mission in 12:7-8? What do you think John wants us to learn?  

 Jesus makes it very clear that He is going to die and that His presence, and subsequent absence through death, 

was far more important than the need to eradicate poverty and minister to those oppressed by it.   

 Jesus may seem harsh in this statement, especially since we know He loves the poor and wants us to help 

them.  But John is highlighting this strong statement of Christ to make a clear point:  Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection IS more important than any other cause or concern, including the eradication of poverty.  John 

wants us to get first things first (John 20:31; John 1:4).  Without Jesus’ work of setting us free from sinful 

selfishness, we are completely unable to truly help the poor.  Without Jesus’ work, the poor will not be set free 

(Luke 4:18-19).  They will not have selfless, grace-motivated Christians to help them and more importantly, 

they will not have the hope of eternal life to sustain them and give them abundant life even while enduring the  

UNDERSTANDING (cont.) 



 oppressions of poverty.  John wants us to understand, like Mary did, that if we don’t first and foremost look 

to Jesus, fall in love with Jesus, pour out our devotion on Jesus, we will not be able to look to the concerns of 

others, fall in love with others for Jesus’ sake, or pour out our energy into ministry of others out of devotion 

to our Lord.   

 Judas serves as a foil to Mary’s devotion and faith in Christ.  He says he is interested in the concerns of the 

poor, but the fact that He cannot put Jesus first and fall in love with Him, renders him unable to actually be 

genuinely interested in the poor.  Serving the poor is merely a “philanthropic cover” for a heart that is self-

centered.  The gospel has not set him free to love others. 

UNDERSTANDING (cont.) 

LIVING 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling them.  Make 

sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock and help them take 

next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Are you inclined to feel that Mary’s extravagant gift would have been better given to the 

poor? Why or why not? How should this inform our own priorities, especially in the Christmas season?       

 Ask about people’s reactions to how Mary and Judas can respond so differently to the exact same 

circumstances: Jesus’ presence and preparation for His great work at Calvary.   Use the notes above in the 

Understanding section.  You want to lead them to the issues of the heart.  The Mary-faith-and-devotion-to-

Christ heart:  nothing is too extravagant for her Lord.  She loves Him and that love will pour out into 

extravagant love for others (Two Great Commandments).  Judas-unbelief-and-denial-of-Christ heart: he does 

not love God and therefore he does not love others.  He can only pretend to have love for others, because he is 

consumed by a love of self. 

 How do we view the giving of gifts to others?  From an extravagant Mary heart or from a selfish Judas heart? 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 12:9-11. How do religious leaders react to the reception the crowds give Jesus? 

How is their behavior similar to Judas? How does 1 Timothy 6:10-11 describe the danger involved in 

making material gain too important a priority?  

 The religious leaders have the same unconverted heart as Judas.  They do not love God, and so they cannot 

love others.  They hide behind a religious, moral and philanthropic façade but only keep up this appearance 

because of the praise and glory it brings them.  They love self.  Jesus is trying to rob them of this self love and 

give them a new heart that loves Him so they can love others in His name.  But because they reject Christ, they 

can only see Him as a threat to their empire of self love and worship.   

 The religious leaders and Judas were concerned about money.  Perhaps their status as upstanding citizens 

won them connections with the elite that invariably led to some kind of financial gain.  We know Judas gained 

from colluding with the religious elites in trying to destroy Jesus.  Self-love and self-worship, essentially, pride, 

are at the heart of all sin, including the love of money.  We all want to be the center of the universe.  So we 

desire that all forms of devotion are directed our way.  Money is one of those tangible forms that others can 

bestow upon us.  The problem with money, even more so than other benefits of self-worship, is that it acts as a 

gateway to more and more sin.  Money is so tangibly powerful.  With money we can gain access to 

innumerable comforts inaccessible to most other humans.  With money we achieve a power that can rule 

human beings and control entire governments.  With money we can clearly grasp that our efforts to gain more 

of it can move us up the ladder of pride.  In other words, it is within the realm of possibility that we could 

become the richest person on earth, and therefore achieve a type of god-like status over all other human 

beings.  So when we acquire more money, we become so addicted to its self-worshipping promise that we  

 



Don’t forget to share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and 
sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by 
trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group 
that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 
members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no 
one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!!  
 
REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

First, praise Jesus for being our resurrection and life and that nothing separates us from His love (Rom. 8:37-38). 

Second, pray for those who do not know His life-giving power. Third, share with your group one action you will 

take with God’s help this week to put what you learned into practice. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what action step God helped you take this last week in light of last week’s challenge. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignment:   

Randy outlined three lessons we can learn from this story: 

1. Find joy in a life dedicated to Jesus Christ (Romans 12:1-2) 

2. Devotion to Jesus may threaten those fueled by greedy self-interest (1 Timothy 6:10-11). 

3. Acts of devotion, obedience and service have widespread effects (Matt. 26:12-13; Eph. 5:1-2). 

Which one most resonates with you? What is one thing you can do this week to grow deeper in your devotion to 

Jesus Christ? 

 

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

1. Invited anyone new to your LIFE Group lately?  Make it a point to invite one person this week!! 
2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 
3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your group yet? 
4. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

NEXT STEPS 

become more inclined to commit greater and greater evils to keep it and increase it…and we become less shocked 

by our ability to rationalize these evils. 

 So, as always, there are only two ways to go:  the Mary way or the Judas way.  We will either repent of the de-

sire for self-worship, along with its hunger for money, and extravagantly worship Jesus instead, at great ex-

pense to ourselves, or we will crave more self-worship, more money, and expend ourselves in the activities of 

self-protective evil.   

LIVING (cont.) 








