
 

 

 

Main Point:  Even in sorrow we can trust Christ’s love and life-giving power. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW:   There is a common saying by Christ-followers at Christmas - “Jesus is the reason 

for the season.” Behind these memorable words is a potent truth, Christ came from eternity past to 

live among us, die and rise from the dead, and now is exalted to the highest place! John’s Gospel says 

it like this in John 1:1-5, 14 (NLT):  In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, 

and nothing was created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and 

his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.  So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 

What difference did Christ’s coming make for the people of His day…and ours? This series in John’s 

Gospel will open our spiritual eyes to the miracle of Christmas! 

  

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  At this point in John’s Gospel, Jesus has begun to make His move toward 

accomplishing His main objective for coming to earth: dying for sin and rising from the dead.  The 

raising of Lazarus from the dead is His 7th and final miracle in John’s Gospel.  These miracles are used 

to attest to the legitimacy of His claim to be the Son of God, the Word made flesh, who was “with 

God, and was God, in the beginning” (John 1:1).      

  

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

  

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What do you enjoy about Christmas? What are you looking forward to the most? 

Share your traditions with your group. 

 

QUESTION #2: Do you know Mary and Martha? Read Luke 10:38-42 and discuss differences in 

the two sisters. Do you see similarities in your own family of origin? Are you more like Mary or 

Martha?   

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“FAITH WALKING” – John 11:1-45 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



 This is sure to be a fun and insightful exercise.  Take as much time as needed to use this as a 

great community building experience.   

 Martha:  the Type A; worker bee; the servant, but probably sometimes for her own sense of 

value and security; inquisitive and on top of details, but often to calm her anxieties (also see 

John 11) 

 Mary:  the Type B; the be-er not the do-er; attentive to the deeper things and relational 

moments, but probably clueless about the tasks that need to be accomplished; emotional and 

sensitive (also see John 11) 

 

QUESTION #3: Read John 11:1-45. Have you ever prayed for someone who was sick but they 

passed away? How did you feel? What were your thoughts about God and prayer? 

 

 Do not feel the need to explain these mysterious realities or answer the questions that are 

aroused by this thought exercise. 

 Make sure to write down questions that come up, however.  There may be an appropriate time 

to address those questions later, perhaps on a one-to-one basis. 

 This time is simply one of sharing and reflecting emotions and thoughts. 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: John says Jesus loved Lazarus and his family. If so, why does he delay four days 

after hearing of his sickness before going to them? Why are Jesus’ disciples concerned about 

his safety and how does Jesus respond to their fears?  

 

 4 Day Delay: 

o The key to this chapter and story is verse 4 and verse 42.  The greater experience for 

Lazarus and his sisters (as well as the observing disciples) is to see Jesus powerfully 

verify His identity as the Son of God, not for Lazarus to be healed and spared death.   

o Jesus wants to give them eternal life and the abundant life on earth that comes with a 

hope-filled focus on this future inheritance of eternal life.  This will bring them greater 

and longer lasting joy than a one-time physical healing of a loved one.  In this way, 

Jesus is showing greater love to them by allowing the death of Lazarus.  Yes, He would 

have loved them if He had healed Lazarus.  But He loved them even more by letting him 

die so He could prove His divinity by raising Lazarus from the dead. 

o This is why Jesus waits 4 days.  This period allowed for Lazarus to both die and be 

absolutely confirmed as dead with no earthly possibility of soul reuniting with body to 

bring it to life.  It also allowed for the body to begin its natural decomposition (11:39) so 

that when He raised Lazarus, the fully restored, non-decomposed body could only be 

explained by the glorious power of God (11:40). 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



 The disciples are concerned because Jesus wanted to head back near to Jerusalem where the 

Pharisees had just recently threatened to kill Him by stoning (see 10:31) 

 Jesus responds cryptically by way of analogy to the normal, Jewish concept of time.  An 

approximate amount of 12 hours of sunlight provided for a full day’s work.  This was followed 

by 12 hours of night in which work ceased.  Perhaps He is pointing out to the disciples that 

even though the time of night is drawing near (when He would cease His earthly ministry at the 

Cross), it is still during the time of day when they must still do the work of healing, teaching, 

and revealing His identity.  Because this daytime work is still active, they have nothing to fear 

from the Jews.  God will not let anything happen to prevent this work until the final hour when 

“night” descends and Christ is crucified. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 11:17-37. What do Jesus’ words and actions reveal about his 

character, personality and values? 

 

 Jesus genuinely cares for souls.  He comes to console Mary and Martha in their time of loss. 

 Jesus is supremely confident in His identity and power.  Who would promise the resurrection of 

a lost loved one to someone deeply in grief?!  If you promise that, you better know beyond a 

shadow of a doubt that you can deliver!  

 Jesus is consistently and primarily focused on helping others do one simple thing: believe in 

Him.  He knows this is the most important thing because it determines the everlasting fate of 

every human being.   

 Jesus is emotional.  Not in an out-of-control, imperfect sense.  No, He experiences all human 

emotions in perfect measure.  This proves both His humanity and deity.   

 Jesus is grieved by our grief because of His great love for us.  He hates that we have to suffer 

the agonies and distortion of death. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read John 11:38-44. What does it mean that Jesus was “deeply moved” and why 

did he feel this way? 

 

 The word in the Greek can mean “to be moved with anger”. 

 It is not clear from this particular text why He would feel anger.  We know that it cannot be an 

anger directed at Mary and her display of intense grief (11:33).   

 It is most likely that He is intensely angry at the reality of our broken, sin-deformed world that 

produced a situation where a loved one dies and those who remain are reduced to abject 

sorrow and internal suffering.  He is probably angry at the Devil, the one who introduced the 

opportunity for Death to reign in this world (Gen. 3; Heb. 2:14-15).   

 

 

 



 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: This miracle of Lazarus is the 7th of John’s miraculous signs pointing to Jesus’ 

identity. What implications did it have for Mary, Martha and for you (read 11:25-27, 40-42)?  

 

 Lazarus’ death and resurrection not only demonstrates Jesus’ power and identity, it 

foreshadows the greater death and resurrection to come:  Jesus’ own.  It reminds us that Christ 

is the “resurrection and the life” (11:25).   

 The implication for Mary, Martha and for us is that we too can overcome death and will see 

God’s glory in Heaven for eternity if we simply believe in Jesus Christ. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read John 11:45-48. How do religious leaders react to this miracle? How do you 

see the same reactions in people you know? Why do many reject the historical evidence of the 

miracles of Jesus Christ?       

 

 The religious leaders are panicked by this miracle.  They want to kill Jesus because they are 

afraid He will create a populist uprising due to His popularity and Rome will intervene harshly.  

They had experienced brutality from the Romans before.  Plus, they knew what it was like to be 

harshly judged by a superior nation in such a way that they lost everything, including their 

homeland (e.g., Babylon, Assyria, etc.).  They believed that if only they could maintain power 

over the people and control their actions through whatever means, including religious, then 

their identity and homeland would at least be protected.   

 Most of us just want comfort.  If the status quo is at least tolerable, and we feel a degree of 

personal control over our destinies, we will always seek to maintain it.  Jesus will not allow this 

to happen.  His very presence is disruptive to “status quo living.”  He has come, out of love, to 

do so much more in, through, and for us.  But this means we must renounce our self-pleasing, 

comfort-loving ways and take a radical step of faith to follow Him wherever He leads us, 

including the daily cross of denying ourselves for the good of others and His glory.  This step 

of faith and all that it entails is unappealing, if not downright threatening, to many people who 

are perfectly comfortable with their lives as they are.   

 Rejection of historical evidence really has very little to do with the evidence or lack thereof.  It 

has mostly to do with the point about maintaining our status quo existence.  If we can 

comfortably erect a wall of “legitimate doubt” about the person of Jesus Christ, we can 

convince ourselves that we do not need to follow Him. 

 

LIVING:   

 



  

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

How does Abraham’s life motivate you to trust God to accomplish something extraordinary in your 

life? Share with a friend one thing you will do this week to step out in faith and demonstrate you are 

trusting God to perform what He promised. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share what you learned as you thought about last week’s assignment. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments Assignment:   

First, praise Jesus for being our resurrection and life and that nothing separates us from His love 

(Rom. 8:37-38). Second, pray for those who do not know His life-giving power. Third, share with your 

group one action you will take with God’s help this week to put what you learned into practice. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

2. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

3. Have you served as a group at one of our partner ministries in Cedar Rapids this year? 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


