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Main Point: The Bible, even in the very first book of Genesis, gives us the answers to our deepest 

questions like, 'Why do we exist'?, 'Where did we come from?', and 'What is our purpose?'  And it 

shows us the promise of our future in Christ.  

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: We will be going through a 6-week overview of the Old Testament.   

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:   

Genesis is the book of beginnings.  The beginning of the world.  The beginning of sin.  The beginning 

of the promise.  The beginning of Israel, the people of God. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  What was something that really helped you from the talk on the book of Genesis?   

 

QUESTION #2: Have you ever read the Book of Genesis?  What are some things that stood out to 

you?  What did you learn about God? 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Genesis 1:27-28.  What does it mean to be made in the image of God?   

 We are His ambassadors.  We represent Him more fully than any other creature in Creation. 

 We also can demonstrate aspects of the attributes we share with Him, like love, kindness, 

goodness, etc.  This is something animals and other creatures cannot do.   

 

QUESTION #2: Read Genesis 6:5-8.  What does this passage tell us about the heart of 

man?  What does it say about God's righteousness? 

 It is desperately wicked.  It longs to do evil and disobey God. 
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 God must punish evil.  He is a just God and must bring judgment against it.  This grieves Him 

because it means the destruction of His beloved creation: Man. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Genesis 12:1-4 and 15:1-6.  Why do you think God chose Abraham out of 

all other people? 

 Abraham believed God would keep His promises. 

 He believed Him so much, He was willing to obey God even though it meant the possible 

death of His son Isaac.  Abraham believed that God would somehow still keep His promise to 

provide Him with abundant offspring, even if God would have to raise Isaac from the dead. 

 

QUESTION #4: Read Genesis 50:20.  What was God doing in Joseph's suffering at the hand of his 

brothers?  What was the long-term purpose?  

 God was setting up a scenario where Joseph would be the 2nd in command in Egypt so the Israelites 

would be assured safe harbor in Egypt during the famine. 

 God was preserving His people and the line of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: What do you admire most about Old Testament figures like Abraham and 

Joseph?  Where are you being stretched in your faith?  Are there any areas of your life where 

you sense God nudging you to move out into the unknown?   

 

QUESTION #2: Do you ever worry that you might have missed God's plan for your life?  In what 

ways might Joseph's story reassure you?  How can you experience life differently today knowing 

these things? 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 
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came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  Memorize John 15:16. “You should go and bear fruit” implies that Christ’s purpose is not 

only to forgive our sins and give eternal life, but that our lives are to be fruitful and productive for 

him. Abiding leads to bearing fruit for his glory. Tell your group where you are in your journey. Which 

chair do you tend to live in and where do you want to be a year from now? 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about what you learned from the Be Apprentice series. 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: Invite people into your group to do the 6-Week study! 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


