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Main Point: Don’t trust in flawed leaders, seek your true King who brings good for his glory. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: We will be going through a 6-week overview of the Old Testament.   

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:   

The people of Israel reject God as their king.  They want to put their trust in a man, just like the other 

nations.  

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Discuss with your group national and global leaders of our day. What are positive and 

negative consequences of their leadership? Why do you think people place so much confidence in 

political, religious and military leaders?  

 Of course, be careful as you discuss this question. 

 Make sure you set ground rules to allow people to openly and honestly share without criticism from 

others.   

 Make sure to focus much of the discussion on the final question about why people put so much 

confidence in these leaders.  This will help to level the differing opinions on the reality that we should 

be putting our confidence in Christ as our King. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read 1 Samuel 8:1-9. What precipitated the desire of the people for a king? How do you 

think Samuel felt when he heard what the people said to him? 

 Samuel’s sons were ruling Israel as corrupt judges.  This bothered the people and made them desire a 

king.  But their hearts should have sought after God and His just rule. 

 We know this displeased Samuel (vs. 6).  He probably felt discouraged because it looked as if they were 

rejecting him and his leadership (vs. 7).  It is also likely that he felt embarrassed and ashamed that his 

sons were acting in this way.   

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“GOD’S GRAND STORY: DESIRE – THE HEART MATTERS” – David and Saul (1 Samuel) 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1: Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20. What were God’s instructions for a leadership 

profile? How did Saul and David measure up to the profile?  

 He needs to be chosen or anointed by God 

 He needed to be from one of the tribes of Israel 

 He must not be one who seeks security in his own vain power (many horses…for war) or in the 

power of foreign armies like Egypt (who could maybe protect them from other enemies).  He 

must be one who trusts in God alone for protection and security.  Psalm 20:6-7 

 He shall not take many wives (likely implying marrying foreign wives to create allegiances of 

security with other nations) because these relationships will influence him to turn away from 

God (like Solomon did). 

 He shall not seek to acquire excessive wealth (again a common thing for kings to desire to give 

them a sense of economic security…especially in the way that it is tied to the security that 

comes from being able to build protective armies and bribe other nations to avoid conflict).  

He must trust in God alone!! 

 He shall write a copy of the law (likely the whole Law but may refer to just these Deut. 17 

stipulations).  He shall read the law constantly so he learns to fear God and obey Him. 

 He must be humble and not exalt himself over his brothers. 

 He must be obedient to Gods commandment. 

 NOTE:  Neither Saul nor David fully lived up to these stipulations.  Although David did seek to 

trust in the Lord overall even when he sometimes failed to do so.   

 

QUESTION #2: Read 1 Samuel 15:1-23. How important is obedience to God? How do our poor 

choices regarding God’s will lead to devastating consequences? Why did God say, “To obey is 

better than sacrifice?” 

 It is most important to God in our relationship to Him (once we have trusted in Him for 

salvation). 

 They can cause us to be disciplined, even severely so. 

 Saul claimed that He had done God’s will because he killed everyone and everything except for 

the very best animals to sacrifice to God (and presumably sparing Agag was meant as some 

sort of trophy to God?)  God did not care about having this sacrifice as much as He cared 

about total and complete obedience to His command to kill everyone and everything of the 

Amalekites.  If we don’t obey, sacrifices to God mean absolutely nothing!  

 

QUESTION #3: How is the Spirit working in Saul and David’s life (read 1 Samuel 10:10-13; 

16:13-14). How can an evil, tormenting spirit be from God when he is holy and loving (16:14, 

23)? Why is Saul eager to kill David?  
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 The Spirit came upon both Saul and David, but because of Saul’s disobedience, the Spirit left 

Saul and an evil spirit came into Saul in His place. 

 God has control over everything…including Satan and His legions.  God has every right to 

torment and curse whomever He pleases.  Those who are in Christ are spared this torment.  But 

those who do not know Christ will be tormented throughout eternity.  We don’t understand 

the precise nature of this torment, but the text is clear:  God did send an evil spirit to torment 

Saul. 

 Saul is likely jealous of David and perhaps angry at Him for being favored by God.  The Cain 

and Abel story is somewhat similar in this regard. 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: David trusts God even when under attack. In your own spiritual journey, what 

high points and low points have you experienced?  

 

QUESTION #2: Contrast the fruit of Saul’s life with David’s. What consequences came from their 

choices? How have you observed God’s fruit in your life as you responded to him with 

repentance, faith, worship, prayer and obedience? Give examples from the past week.  

 Saul and David were both failures and sinners in many ways.  But their big difference appears 

to be true repentance followed by true obedience to God’s commands.  David truly repents 

after Bathsheba and seeks to live God’s way.  Saul claims to be sorry, but afterward continues 

to disobey God and rebel against Him in a high-handed way (for example: consulting the 

spiritist whom God had clearly outlawed). 

 David receives the blessing of God and the promise of the Messiah coming from His lineage 

and tribe (Judah). 

 Saul receives the curse of God and the near wiping out of His family lineage and His tribe 

(Benjamin). 

 

QUESTION #3: Read 1 Samuel 16:6-7 and 2 Samuel 6:12-23. What words would you use to 

characterize David? Psalm 96 was probably written during this time. Read it with your group or 

LIVING:   
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family. What does this Psalm reveal about David’s heart? How can we grow to have a heart of 

freedom and joy in Christ?  

 Passionate for God 

 Not outstanding in exterior presence 

 But devoted to God wholeheartedly 

 Psalm 96:  David is totally in love with God.  He completely trusts Him.  He worships Him above 

all else.  His heart is undivided. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  Either individually, or as a family, memorize Isaiah 41:10 and meditate on the promises it 

contains. Share with someone how that verse has been an encouragement to you. 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about how Isaiah 41:10 impacted you. 

  

NEW ASSIGNMENT: All human leaders will fail (Romans 3:23). But Jesus, God who became a man, 

never fails us. Read Philippians 2:1-11 and Revelation 19:16 and spend a few moments praising God 

that Jesus is our King of kings! 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


