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Main Point: God is always at work, through people and circumstances, to accomplish His purposes. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures?  

 

QUESTION #2: Has there been a time in your life when God seemed distant and far away?  

Describe the experience and what you learned about yourself and God. 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Pastor Robin mentioned there are five main human characters in the story. Can 

you name them and tell a little about each one? 

 Esther – young Jewish woman 

 Mordecai – older cousin of Esther and her caretaker 

 Xerxes – King of Persian Empire 

 Haman – villain; intent on destroying the Jews 

 Vashti – wife of Xerxes; deposed as queen 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“DENIED!” – Esther 1 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #2: The word “providence” isn’t used much today, but it’s still an important word. 

How would you explain God’s providence to someone, and what example, or passage of 

Scripture, would you use that clearly displays His providence? 

 God’s ability to “see beforehand”.   

 Isaiah 55:11 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Esther 1:1-5 which describe two banquets given by King Xerxes. What 

observations can you make? 

 Lavish, opulent,  

 Out of control, excessive, drunkenness 

 Foolishness 

 

QUESTION #4: Even though God’s name is never mentioned in the book His fingerprints are all 

over it. What does that teach you about God? 

 God is in control even when the world acts like He is not 

 He does not always work through miraculous displays, but He is always at work. 

 

QUESTION #5: Read Esther 1:10-12. What decision does Queen Vashti make that causes the 

story to make a dramatic turn?  How does God use her decision to bring about His plan?  

 She refuses to obey the king to come show her beauty off to his drunken friends 

 This causes her to lose her place as queen and opens up the door to Esther to gain influence as 

the new queen…so that the Jews will be saved. 

 

QUESTION #6: Read Isaiah 55:8-11. How can this timeless reminder help you keep things in 

perspective when you can’t see, or understand, what God is doing? 

 God’s thoughts and plans are not ours, and His are far better for us! 

 When He speaks His plans, they will absolutely come to fruition. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #1: God’s working may include delays that seem unfair, or hurtful disappointments 

that make you question His goodness. How does knowing God is at work to accomplish His 

purposes inspire you to think and live differently? 

 Romans 8:28!! 

 We will trust God more, be at greater peace, and lovingly proclaim the gospel to others who 

are struggling to still put their hope in Him.   

 

QUESTION #2: How can God use you to be “a modern-day Esther” to influence others? Is God 

asking you to do something that’s way out of your comfort zone? Share with your group how 

you’re responding to what He wants you to do. The story of Esther shows where you are is no 

accident.   

 Consider your place of existing influence.  Reflect on how God brought you to it and how He is 

setting things up for you to impact the people there. 

 Begin to take steps of faith to exert more influence for Christ. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments: 

Between now and next week read the book of Esther and especially if the pages are struck together 

from not being read.  As you’re reading write down how God works, both in obvious ways and 

behind the scenes, to accomplish His purpose. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


