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Main Point: Make it your mission to celebrate and serve our victorious God. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Who are the influential people in your life? If someone asked you to describe in one 

sentence your purpose in life, what would you tell them?   

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 8 and talk about the great reversal which occurred there. Review all of the 

ways God turned the tables in the Book of Esther. 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Esther 9:1-19? Why did the Persians become afraid of the Jews?   

 No one could stand against them (verse 2) 

 The leaders were afraid of Mordecai’s power and influence as well (verse 3) 

 

QUESTION #2: How do we, like Haman, develop a destructive “shadow mission”? When this happens, 

how does it negatively impact those we love most (like Haman’s family and relatives)?  

 We can get off of God’s mission and seek our own selfish interest.   

 No man is an island.  We are constantly “rubbing off” on and influencing others in our spheres of 

relationship.  The world likes to say, “If it doesn’t hurt anyone, you should be able to do whatever you 
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want.”  The problem is, everything we do has an effect on others.  We live in an “Ecosystem of Ethics”.  

For example, if a man looks at porn he may think, “nobody is getting hurt.”  This is not true.  Think 

about just a few of the people involved who are affected negatively by his actions: 

o His wife or potential future wife (the images he absorbs will affect the way he looks at his 

wife).  His changed perspective will create a different relational and sexual dynamic that she will 

implicitly notice even if it is not completely obvious or verbally expressed.  Two souls who are 

one in the soul-weaving of marriage are able to pick up on these subtle fluctuations in the 

relational “mood”.) 

o His children or future children (with every look at porn, he will have less ability to confidently 

assert the rightness of moral behavior to his children.  Even with the Christian, who is forgiven 

by Christ, there is still a diminishment of the moral “force” and “influence” in his call to his 

children to pursue righteousness, because he is reminded of his own personal weakness in this 

area.) 

o The pornographic models (his use of porn provides the “demand” such that the “supply” is 

increased in the industry.  This means more women will be sought after and incentivized with 

the prospect of increased financial benefits and fame.  His part in increasing this demand 

directly tempts young women with the idolatry of image, vanity, and money.  Some of these 

women are very wounded by life trauma and are vulnerable to these idols.  The porn user 

directly contributes to their further trauma and wounding by enticing them to participate in the 

business of porn.) 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Esther 9:20-32. How would you explain the “Feast of Purim” to a nine-year-old 

child? What do we learn about the role of godly women in leadership from Esther 9:29-32? 

 The peoples of the Ancient Near East (including the Jews), would “cast lots” (called “Pur”) to 

determine the course of action God wanted them to take in decisions.   

 Haman had cast lots to determine when to enact his plan to kill the Jews. 

 The Feast was a celebration to remember God’s Great Reversal in saving the Jews from this 

plan Haman devised when he cast lots. 

 There are a number of godly women introduced in Scripture that show us the value of women 

who give themselves over to the authority of God.  Their service and sacrifice advances the 

cause of God’s people and glory.  (Sarah, Moses’ midwives, Miriam, Jael, Deborah the Judge, 

Hannah, Abigail, Anna, the Virgin Mary, Prisca (Priscilla), Phoebe, etc.)  

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

LIVING:   
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ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: In what ways do we celebrate God’s reversals at Stonebridge on a yearly, 

monthly and weekly basis? What personal or family celebrations do you observe which remind 

you of God’s working in history and your life?  

 Good Friday and Easter 

 Carry the Cross and Hope Baskets 

 Baptism 

 Communion 

 Christmas 

 Angel Tree 

 And much more! 

 

QUESTION #2: Haman had a “shadow mission” which was destructive to many. What was the 

better mission of Esther and Mordecai (read Esther 10:1-3)? What were the consequences for the 

Jewish people as a result of their commitment? How does Mordecai’s influence point to a 

“greater Mordecai” to come? 

 They sought “the welfare of the people and spoke peace to them” 

 The Jews were saved because of this mission! 

 Jesus Christ sought our welfare and spoke peace by reconciling us to the Father through His 

blood sacrifice on our behalf (Rom. 5:1, John 13:1, Eph. 2:14) 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Matthew 6:25-34 to see what Jesus says about a life mission. How do we 

“seek first his kingdom” (6:33) on a daily basis?   

 Our mission is to not fear but to trust in Him 

 Seeking the Kingdom is to put God and His mission first instead of our own self-preservation.  

Faith trusts that God will take care of our preservation for us! 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 
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our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  This week, look back on how God has always come through for His people throughout 

history and for you in this life.  Then look forward by reminding yourself of the promises of God’s 

certain victory and vengeance in the End.  Rejoice and give thanks to God for His faithfulness to 

you.  Aim to let this confident gratefulness flow through you in every relational interaction throughout 

the week, so that instead of being afraid of unbelievers, you are filled with a consuming desire to 

share the hope of Jesus with them! 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about how your perspective on God’s certain victory for you 

changed the way you interacted with people this past week, especially unbelievers. 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: Have you written a personal mission statement? What kind of legacy do you 

hope to leave with family, friends, fellow students, coworkers and church friends? Take some time this 

week to write a one page summary of your mission in life and share with a friend, your spouse or LIFE 

Group.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP --- NEXT EVENTS: 

 AUGUST 19th – 4-Chair Disciplemaking Seminar – This will help you know how to follow 

Jesus’ command to Make Disciples! 

 AUGUST 19th – NextGen Informational Potluck 

 AUGUST 23rd – English Classes and International Ministry Informational Potluck 

 AUGUST 27th – Walk Thru the Bible Event!  This will focus on Old Testament understanding.  

2 hour event for the whole family!  Don’t miss it!   

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


