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Main Point: God always brings a great reversal, and in this victory, His people Feast while His enemies 

Fear. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Where do you see the Church living in fear, like Esther and Mordecai were initially, 

because it seems like the enemies of God have the upper hand?  Where do you see yourself living in this 

way?   

 

QUESTION #2: Where have you seen God always come through with a reversal?  How have you 

seen it throughout the stories of Scripture?  How have you seen it in human history, with both 

the nation of Israel and the Church?   

 Noah and the flood; Moses and Exodus; the entire book of Judges; David and Solomon’s reign; 

the return from Exile; the CROSS and EMPTY TOMB!!; the End Judgment in Revelation 

 Israel’s recovery after the Holocaust; Israel’s return to the Land in the 40’s; Israel’s dramatic 

defeat of the Middle East hostile nations in 1967 

 The Church’s restoration 500 years ago in the Reformation; the continued preservation of 

gospel-centered churches in the New World  

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“REVERSAL” – Esther 8 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1: How did God’s promise to Abraham and his offspring in Genesis 12:3 come to fruition in 

Esther 8?  What was God’s ultimate future plan that would be carried out through Abraham and his 

offspring (Gal. 3:16)? 

 God promised to curse those who dishonor the Jews.  Haman and the Persians who wanted to slaughter 

the Jews were defeated. 

 Jesus the Messiah was to come through the physical lineage of Abraham and his people, the Jews.  

Jesus was the foretold “seed”. 

 

QUESTION #2: How was Esther’s actions in approaching the king different from Haman’s?  How 

do Esther and Mordecai foreshadow the future actions of Jesus Christ?   

 Haman’s actions were selfish and murderous.  Esther’s were selfless as she put her own life on 

the line to save her people.  Her actions were not murderous but justified as self-defense of her 

entire people. 

 Esther is a mediator like Jesus.  She is willing to give her life to try to save her people.  

Mordecai plans a war much like the war Jesus would wage at the cross and then ultimately 

wage at the end of time. 

 

QUESTION #3: How should we look at the bloody edict Mordecai wrote?  How can it be 

justifiable?  What is different about the “holy war” Christians are in today versus this holy war 

in Esther?  What does this severe response to the enemies of the Jews tell us about God and His 

future judgment?   

 The Just War Theory principles of Augustine can be helpful to see the legitimacy of Mordecai’s 

war: 

o War must be waged under a Legitimate Authority (King Ahasuerus gave authority to 

fight) 

o War must have a just cause that confronts a vile oppression in order to override the 

command to not kill. (Self-defense and preservation of an entire people group, the Jews, 

qualifies). 

o War must be waged on right motives.  No ulterior motives can exist.   

o War must be waged only as a last resort.  (Esther sought a legal revocation of the 

original edict.  Only when that failed did they command the Jews to take up arms.) 

o The war must be deemed to result in probably victory.  (The Jews knew that God, the 

Dread Warrior, would certainly be victorious.) 

 In the Old Testament, God authorized and commanded bloodshed to protect His physical 

people the Jews, because the physical Messiah needed to come from that lineage.  Today, after 

Christ has already accomplished that mission, we fight a spiritual war.  Our holy war is not 
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fought with physical swords, but the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God – spoken and acted 

upon with the forcefulness of LOVE. (2 Cor. 10:4; Ephesians 6) 

 God is a Dread Warrior.  He gives life and therefore has the right to take it.  He will take life in 

the End Day.  He will physically destroy His enemies and then spiritually destroy them by 

sending them into the Lake of Fire for all eternity. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: Have you gone AWOL in God’s holy war because you have been drawn away by 

“civilian pursuits” (see 2 Tim. 2:4ff)?  Why has this happened to you: Fear? Apathy? Focus on 

the pleasures of this life?  Discuss with your group members how we can help each other get 

serious about Christ’s command to make disciples and rescue them from the coming “Great 

Reversal” (i.e., Judgment).   

 Don’t forget to mention how we at Stonebridge seek to reach immigrants and refugees in our 

community with the love of Christ. 

 Invite them to come to the August 23rd potluck to learn more about how they can use their 

time, talents, and treasure to serve even in small ways. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  What do you learn about God’s sovereignty and commitment to his people through 

Esther’s story? Talk with your friend, family or LIFE Group about the way in which a true knowledge of 

God impacts our daily lives and how knowing him gives us courage.  

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group any interactions you had this week about God’s sovereignty. 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: This week, look back on how God has always come through for His people 

throughout history and for you in this life.  Then look forward by reminding yourself of the 

promises of God’s certain victory and vengeance in the End.  Rejoice and give thanks to God for 

His faithfulness to you.  Aim to let this confident gratefulness flow through you in every 

relational interaction throughout the week, so that instead of being afraid of unbelievers, you 

are filled with a consuming desire to share the hope of Jesus with them! 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP --- NEXT EVENTS: 

 JULY 28th – Family Camp! 

 AUGUST 19th – 4-Chair Disciplemaking Seminar – This will help you know how to follow 

Jesus’ command to Make Disciples! 

 AUGUST 19th – NextGen Informational Potluck 

 AUGUST 23rd – English Classes and International Ministry Informational Potluck 

 AUGUST 27th – Walk Thru the Bible Event!  This will focus on Old Testament understanding.  

2 hour event for the whole family!  Don’t miss it!   

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


