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Main Point: We reap what we sow 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  God is patient. How does our world misinterpret this aspect of God’s character?  

 Many think God is “soft” on sin because of His patience 

 Others think this is a sign of His slowness or impotence to do what He said He would do in 

bringing judgment (2 Pet. 3:8-9) 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 6 and 7 to refresh your memory of our story. What wrong 

assumptions did Haman make?  

 He thought the king would go along with his plan to kill Mordecai (6:4) 

 He thought the king wanted to honor him (6:6) 

 He thought he could come against the people of God with impunity (6:13) 

 He thought the banquet was thrown as an honor to him and the king (5:9-12; 7:1) 

 

 

QUESTION #1: How did God help Esther with courage and strategy as she approached the king 

with her request? 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“EXPOSED!” – Esther 7 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 She first had to approach the king in chapter 5 at the risk of her life.  God gave her courage.  

 God gave her the strategy to slowly ask her request of the king.  She first started with an 

invitation to a banquet.  Then she asked for another banquet.  At that banquet she revealed to 

the king that Haman was behind a plan that would kill the Jews…including her!  She makes 

everything very palpable and personal for the king.  Then she finally in chapter 8, goes into the 

king again and asks her main request: to save the Jews. 

 God also gave her wisdom in breaking down any barriers to the king by inviting him to 

something relaxed and unguarded, like a feast.  She satisfied him with food and drink.  In fact, 

knowing the nature of the king, Esther probably was able to get him a little inebriated at the 

feasts.  This would have helped the king’s mood be open to the request she was going to 

make.   

 

QUESTION #2: In Esther 7, how do we see Haman reaping what he sowed? What are some other 

examples of this principle in the Bible and your life?  

 His pride made him foolishly believe he was the favorite of the king and Esther.  He missed the 

exact opposite reality!  Pride cometh before the fall. 

 His jealous hatred of Mordecai and the Jews caused him to come up with a viciously evil plan.  

His hatred literally encouraged him to seek “overkill”.  Violence comes back on the head of the 

violent (Prov. 1:10-19). 

 Examples: 

o Esau – he sought immediate pleasure and reaped loss of firstborn blessing 

o Abraham – he and Sarah failed to trust God and sought offspring through Hagar.  His 

son from her, Ishmael, and his offspring, has caused great trouble for Abraham’s 

descendants through the line of Isaac (the Jews).   

o Pharaoh – he refused to bow to Yahweh and reaped great grief and destruction 

 

QUESTION #3: What did Esther sow and reap? What is the positive side of reaping when we sow 

with God’s seeds? 

 Esther sowed favor with the king, salvation for her people, and a legacy of heroic faith 

 God’s seeds will always produce a harvest of righteousness (James 3:18) 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

LIVING:   
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ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: How does Haman’s experience illustrate the danger of using wealth and power 

for selfish ends? 

 Wealth and power always fade in the hands of man.  Only God can hold these things 

untarnished, forever.   

 Therefore, it is foolish for us to pursue wealth and power for our own selfish glory. These things 

will always come back to destroy us.  Power won will be power lost.  We must conquer to win 

power.  This means that at some point someone else will conquer us to win that power 

because mortal, frail beings cannot hold on to power indefinitely.  Wealth operates the same 

way.  It is far better to humbly resign these things over to God and His purposes since He alone 

can hold them forever. 

 

QUESTION #2: How does Haman’s life teach us about the importance of developing character 

and virtue?  

 Haman was proud, in love with himself, and willing to crush anyone who got in the way of his 

glory.  These things are the exact opposite of character and virtue.   

 We need to seek humility, love of others, and service to others to avoid the pull towards the 

Haman way of living. 

 

QUESTION #3: Why is the church a great environment for taking off our masks and revealing 

our pain and vulnerability? How have you observed this at Stonebridge?  

 In a healthy, gospel-centered church, everyone knows they are not “all that and a bag of chips.”  

In other words, we all know that we are not God, we don’t deserve God, and we are just 

grateful to receive God’s forgiveness and favor.   

 This kind of humility at the foot of the cross allows us to be real and not to be pretenders who 

are like Haman, just trying to build up our image to hide our weaknesses and vulnerabilities.  

 At Stonebridge we seek to come alongside of each other and help each other take our next 

step toward Jesus.  We don’t point others to how great we are…because we are not!  We point 

others to the only One who is great:  JESUS! 

 Remind your people that Stonebridge offers Biblical Counseling to help people work through 

their pain and struggles.  

 

 

 
GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  What is one way you can humble yourself daily before the Lord this week and serve your 

spouse, children or coworkers (James 4:10)? Do one “humble” act each day and report what happens 

to your group next week. 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about how you tried to do one “humble” act each day this week. 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: What do you learn about God’s sovereignty and commitment to his people 

through Esther’s story? Talk with your friend, family or LIFE Group about the way in which a true 

knowledge of God impacts our daily lives and how knowing him gives us courage.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP --- NEXT WEEK EVENTS: 

 Not too late to take the Theology Course  - 10:45am in room 119 

 Not too late to sign up:  Summer Bible Reading Program  

 JULY 28th – Family Camp! 

 AUGUST 19th – 4-Chair Disciplemaking Seminar – This will help you know how to follow 

Jesus’ command to Make Disciples! 

 AUGUST 27th – Walk Thru the Bible Event!  This will focus on Old Testament understanding.  

2 hour event for the whole family!  Don’t miss it!   

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


