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Main Point: Humble yourself before the Lord and He will lift you up! 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Have you had a sleepless night lately? When you were unable to get back to 

sleep, what did you do? What helps you sleep? Read Psalm 127 together as a group.  

 When you read Psalm 127 together, be considerate of those in your midst who may struggle 

with insomnia.  This condition is a tricky thing.  It can be caused by many things.  But some may 

feel like God does not consider them “His beloved” (Psalm 127:2) if they struggle with sleep 

issues.   

 All Psalm 127 is likely saying is that anxiety and worry can rob us of sleep.  Trusting the Lord 

and casting our anxieties on Him is a remedy for sleeplessness caused by worry.  When anxiety 

is not the cause of sleeplessness, Psalm 127 should not cause the insomniac to feel like God 

does not love them. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 5 and 6 to review our story. What evidences of God’s sovereignty do 

you see in the king’s insomnia (6:1-3)?  How has God directed you through seemingly minor 

incidents? 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“PROMOTED” – Esther 6 

 

CONNECTING: 
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 Keeping the king awake and drawing him to want to read the book of memorable deeds (Prov. 

21:1) 

 The fact that the Mordecai incident in chapter 2 was recorded. 

 The fact that the king happened to read about that incident (the book was probably large) 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: King Ahasuerus decided to read his journal of memories. Through what books 

(other than the Bible) has God directed you at different times in your life?  

 Use this time as a leader to recommend Christian books that have deeply impacted you. 

 Please let me know what those books are.  It would be great to compile a list of helpful books 

that someday we could perhaps offer as resources to people. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 6:4-9. Have you personally experienced the fact that God is in charge 

of schedules? Warren Wiersbe writes, “God’s delays are not God’s denials.” Why is this 

sometimes hard to accept? When have you had a “delayed action” from God? Share how you 

felt with your group. 

 Our inability to see the future is a significant weakness and burden for us to bear.  We don’t like 

this.  It makes us feel out of control and insecure.  We would prefer to have full knowledge so 

we could feel secure and in control.  Perhaps this is behind the original temptation to eat of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 3).  We want to be like God and have all His 

knowledge and power.   

 So when God does not answer our requests or seemingly help us in the midst of a crisis, this 

really bothers us.  It shakes us to the core and provokes in us that deepest and first Satanic 

temptation that maybe God is not good to us.  Maybe He is holding out on us as Satan 

suggested to Eve.   

 The reality is far from that.  God is good to us (James 1:16-17).  He has not forgotten our 

struggle.  He is weaving together a masterful plan that includes our ultimate deliverance and 

His ultimate glory.  He sees the future and sees how it all works out perfectly.  We have to take 

this reality on faith.  We must simply trust that God will make things right! 

 

QUESTION #3: What is the irony of the king’s reward to Mordecai (6:10-14)? If you were 

Haman, how would you feel having to lead Mordecai through the streets? What do you notice 

about how Mordecai responded to all the attention (Esther 6:12)? 

 Haman really thought he was the one who would receive all these honors, but instead his most 

hated enemies (Mordecai and the Jews) became the honored ones that he was forced to 

endorse.   

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 Haman must have been completely humiliated. 

 Mordecai returns to what he had already been doing: protesting by mourning the plight of the 

Jews at the king’s gate.  The honor did not appear to puff him up and distract him from what 

was most important: the deliverance of God’s people. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: How did Mordecai’s reward affect Haman? What do you notice about the 

response of Haman’s wife and the wise men? What did Haman’s wife mean by the reference to 

the Jewish people? 

 Haman was mortified and humiliated.  He ran back to those whom he thought would still 

support him: his family and advisors and friends.  But he found that they were now predicting 

his demise as well.   

 His wife and wise men begin to back away from him.  He appeared to be the loser in the cosmic 

fight against the people of God and nobody wants to be caught on the losing side. 

 His wife likely saw in the Jewish people, either by knowing the historical war between the 

Amalekites (Haman’s people) and Jews, or by her likely fixation on superstitious things, a dark 

foreboding overshadowing the future prospects of Haman. 

 

QUESTON #2: How did God warn Haman to stop what he was doing? What would have 

happened if Haman had listened to God’s warning and repented of his vow to kill the Jews?  

 The reversal of fortunes in the promotion of Mordecai should have been a sign to Haman to 

stop.  Also, the foreboding warnings of his wife and advisors should have given him great 

pause.  But his pride and hatred got in the way.   

 God would likely have been merciful (examples: the Assyrians in Nineveh repented at the 

preaching of Jonah and God spared them) 

 

QUESTION #3: You, like Mordecai, may wonder why you aren’t rewarded for your faithfulness 

(Esther 2:21-23; 6:10). Do you trust in God and his timing or are you tempted to believe in 

“fate” or “karma”? Share this with your group. 

LIVING:   
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At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  Think about the importance of treasuring Christ above all things (Colossians 3:1-4). Why is it 

important to balance prayer with action as we follow Christ? What changes will you make regarding 

to the way you pray and act as a result of studying Esther 5? 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about the changes you have decided to make in your life based 

on the lessons from Esther 5. 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: What is one way you can humble yourself daily before the Lord this week and 

serve your spouse, children or coworkers (James 4:10)? Do one “humble” act each day and report 

what happens to your group next week. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP --- NEXT WEEK EVENTS: 

 JULY 16th – Theology Course on how the Bible applies to life (even the confusing parts in 

the Old Testament).  Title: “The Rest of the Story”.  10:45am in room 119.  Teachers:  Randy, 

Jason, and Stefan Christensen. 

 JULY 15th – Summer Bible Reading Program (opportunities for kids, families, teens, and 

adults!)  Challenge yourself to read more of Scripture over the next 6 weeks leading up to 

Walk Thru the Bible Event.  Prizes every week, grand prizes at event.  Pick up Program 

Guides at Welcome Desk in lobby! 

 JULY 28th – Family Camp! 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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 AUGUST 19th – 4-Chair Disciplemaking Seminar – This will help you know how to follow 

Jesus’ command to Make Disciples! 

 AUGUST 27th – Walk Thru the Bible Event!  This will focus on Old Testament understanding.  

2 hour event for the whole family!  Don’t miss it!   

 

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


