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Main Point: What we worship fuels either courage or hatred and is revealed in our actions. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Imagine you are talking with someone who grew up in another country. They 

ask you to tell them why we celebrate this holiday. How will you answer them: 

 What do you know about the American Revolution?  

 Who were the key heroes of this time?  

 When did it take place in American history?  

 Why are fireworks a part of our celebration?  

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 4 to review our story. What does the Bible say about fasting and 

prayer? Is this something we are to practice today (see Acts 13:1-3)?  

 The New testament has much to say about prayer.  Fasting is a little harder to discern. 

 There is evidence that the early church observed the practice of fasting in Acts 13:1-3 and 

14:23.  However, we are not sure if this was simply a carryover practice from Jewish custom.  

This does not make it an unacceptable practice to Gentile Christians, however.  For example, we 

practice baptism as commanded by Jesus, and baptism originated as a Jewish custom.  The 

difference with fasting is that Jesus never commanded it, and it is almost never mentioned as a 
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regular practice in the New Testament churches.  Jesus does refer to it in Matthew 9:15 and 

17:21 (and parallel Gospel passages).  It is difficult to ascertain from these passages any 

command by Jesus for New Testament churches to practice fasting.  In the first passage, one 

could argue that once Jesus is resurrected and His presence is given to all believers through 

the indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit, that we are no longer in the phase when “the 

bridegroom is taken from them”.  In the Matthew 17:21 passage we have the possibility that in 

some cases, exorcisms require the efforts of both prayer and fasting.   

 The bottom line:  it is still good to fast.  However, if a New Testament believer does not fast, 

there is no biblical evidence that God is displeased with this decision. 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Esther 5:1-14. Contrast Esther and Haman. Randy said “Passion comes 

before strategic planning.” What is the passion of Esther’s heart? What about Haman?  

 Esther: she was concerned about the fate of her people.  Her desire was for the salvation of 

many people. 

 Haman: he was concerned about his own well-being.  He desired to destroy others in order to 

exalt himself.   

 

QUESTION #2: Esther’s actions result from prayer. Do you think the crises of your life are the 

usual way we are motivated to seek God? What else motivates you to pray? 

 We are often motivated to pray by our trials.  This is not wrong.  As C.S. Lewis rightly stated, 

“Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our 

conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”  He often uses 

trials to bring us closer to Him in faith (James 1:2-4). 

 However, it is even better to be motivated to pray simply out of a desire to be close with God 

in all times, good and bad.  When things are going well, we should be drawn to Him with a 

heart of gratitude. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Esther 5:1-8 again. Why didn’t Esther immediately tell the king about 

Haman’s evil plot? What evidence do you see of God’s hand working behind the scenes as Esther 

acts with courage? 

 She wisely takes a slow and measured approach to revealing her request to the king.  Her 

feasts ensure he is in a good mood and that Haman will be totally thrown off guard and more 

grandly humiliated in his shock. 

 Evidences of God’s hand: 

o The fact that the king had favor for Esther and did not condemn her 
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o The fact that Haman was given counsel to build the very gallows that would be his own 

place of execution 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: Read Esther 5:9-14 and note Haman’s actions. Someone wrote, “Pride is the 

ground in which all other sins grow, and the parent from which all the other sins come.” Do you 

agree or disagree? Why? 

 

QUESTION #2: Why is it important to be aware of what is going on within us when we get 

angry? If someone with power and position becomes angry and seeks revenge, what happens to 

them and the people around them? 

 Our actions always flow from the inner desires, passions, and motivations of our hearts (Matt. 

6:45).  If we do not keep tabs on the state of our hearts, we will act in very sinful and 

destructive ways (Prov. 4:23). 

 They often self-implode and their self-destructive explosion hurts everyone around them 

(example: Haman’s sons – Esther 9:12-14) 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 
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things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: Think about the importance of treasuring Christ above all things (Colossians 

3:1-4). Why is it important to balance prayer with action as we follow Christ? What changes will you 

make regarding to the way you pray and act as a result of studying Esther 5?  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP --- NEXT WEEK EVENTS: 

 JULY 9th – Theology Course on how the Bible applies to life (even the confusing parts in the 

Old Testament).  Title: “The Rest of the Story”.  10:45am in room 119.  Teachers:  Randy, 

Jason, and Stefan Christensen. 

 JULY 9th – Summer Bible Reading Program (opportunities for kids, families, teens, and 

adults!)  Challenge yourself to read more of Scripture over the next 6 weeks leading up to 

Walk Thru the Bible Event.  Prizes every week, grand prizes at event.  Pick up Program 

Guides at Welcome Desk in lobby! 

3. SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP ---  SAVE THE DATE August 27th – Walk Thru the Bible Event!  This 

will focus on Old Testament understanding.  2 hour event for the whole family!  Don’t miss it!   

4. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

5. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


