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Main Point: God will accomplish His purpose, and He invites His people to be boldly obedient.  

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures? 

 

 QUESTION #2: As you read Esther 4, do you see Esther primarily as ‘godly and courageous?’ 

What are some surprising things about Esther we find in this passage? How does that help us 

rethink our ideas of the concept of the Biblical ‘hero/heroine?’  

 Esther is more of a normal person just like us. 

 She has grown comfortable in the secure and prosperous environment of the palace and 

continues to hide the fact of her Jewish faith and race. 

 A biblical hero starts out flawed but becomes transformed through trials, trust and obedience 

in God.  This is Esther’s story. 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Esther 4:1-8. How does Mordecai respond to the declaration made about 

the Jews? Is this a personal grieving, or a public protest? What was the importance of Mordecai 
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leading the way in mourning? What does it look like to be distressed about injustice, as God’s 

people? When should Christians consider making public, mournful protest in response to 

injustices? What might this look like?  

 He is overcome with grief and publicly proclaims his disdain for the new edict 

 Mordecai had led his adopted daughter, Esther, to stay quiet about her faith and race.  Likely, 

most of the Jews living in Susa at that time were secret about these things too.  In this trial, 

God propels Mordecai forward into a position of bold leadership to not only be public about 

his Jewish faith but to stand up fearlessly for their deliverance. 

 Whenever the State or other organizations or even mobs conduct actions that directly harm 

the total well-being of other people made in the image of God (i.e., any human), we should 

speak out.  Here are some possible actions: Praying (always!), calling leaders, making protests, 

serving those who have been accosted, and making stories known through various media for 

the sake of the oppressed.  (Ask your group if there are other possibilities.  Also, ask their 

opinion about these I have listed.) 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 4:9-14. Is it surprising that Esther was unaware of the declaration? 

How does this inform us about what her life may have been like? Does her response to Mordecai 

indicate passivity or defiance? Why? Is Esther ‘the only hope’ for the Jews? How do we know 

that? What does this section tell us about God working through people? What do we see about 

the effects of fear/self-preservation on our willingness to serve God? 

 It is surprising, but she had not been in communication with the King for 30 days.  On top of 

this, she was secluded from the rest of the society in her “ivory tower”.  She lived a privileged 

life of luxury and security (and ignorance of the plight of the peoples). 

 She was probably passive at first, but defiance could be there as well because of the strong, 

natural desire in all humans to seek self-preservation.  Mordecai was calling her to not only 

give up her life of comfort and ease but to possibly die! 

 Esther is not the only hope for the Jews.  God would rise up another because His main mission 

of bringing glory to His name through the coming work of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, could not 

be thwarted.  Therefore, the Jews could never be wiped out even if Esther failed.    

 Comfort is always opposed to the Cross.  Even though we must die to self in the way of the 

cross, comfort is the thing that will actually kill us…eternally, if we go after it. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Esther 4:15-17. What does Esther request in preparation for her action? 

How does this help us understand how it looks to prepare for serving the Lord? Esther was a 

reluctant heroine – how does this contrast with Jesus’ response to His mission? What interesting 

‘Gospel ties’ do you see in this chapter?  



3 
 

 For all the Jews to fast for three days and nights on her behalf.  We need the strength of God 

to accomplish His mission, none of us are strong enough on our own to resist the pull of self-

preservation and comfort. 

 Jesus was not reluctant.  He was not hoodwinked by the allure of comfort and ease.  He came 

into this world to serve, even unto the point of death (Mark 10:45; Phil. 2).  

 Esther could have received the judgment of death for entering the King’s inner court without 

being summoned.  She went in willing to sacrifice herself in order to save her people.  Jesus 

received the judgment of death that should have wiped out us, His sinful people.  But because 

He did this for us, we can now enter with bold confidence into the inner court throne room of 

God our King (Heb. 4:14-16). 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: What is the appropriate Christian response to injustice? When is the last time we 

have mourned, prayed, acted on behalf of those who are vulnerable? How does this affect the 

way we might see marginalized people groups? What about abortion? Do these social injustices 

call for action? Does our comfort impede our passion to see God do a great work among us? 

 

 

QUESTION #2: When was the last time you were met with a spiritual challenge that brought 

fear? Does it encourage you to know that God will bring all His purposes to pass? How can it be 

freeing to know that God doesn’t need us to accomplish what He wants? What does that mean 

about WHY God calls us to join Him? Read Joel 2:32/Matthew 26:24/Acts 2:23. How can we 

reconcile God’s Providence with human will? What impact does this have on how we live NOW? 

 

QUESTION #3: Why is it vital for us to see all Scripture pointing to Jesus? Because of Christ, we 

now have access to the One True King, and we are invited to come into His presence and make 

our requests known. Why should we rejoice that we have a King who came near to us? How can 

this make us bold and willing to serve Him? 

 

LIVING:   
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At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: To follow Christ means to reject apathy. Is apathy a problem among Christ followers today? 

In what ways do you fight this tendency in your own life? Make a decision this week to trust in God’s 

sovereignty and take action to serve him and the people around you. Share this with your group.  

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group how you took a next step of trust and action for Christ this week. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


