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Main Point: Though you may feel powerless, reject passivity and use your influence for good. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this!  Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people.  He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God.  The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland.  Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book.  God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger.     

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: How are men presented on TV and in movies? How do sitcoms characterize 

husbands and fathers? How often are men portrayed with integrity and courage? What 

observations can we make about a man’s role today? 

 

QUESTION #2: Read Esther 2:19-23 and review our story. What do these verses imply about 

God’s timing? Though God’s name is not mentioned in Esther, how does God work behind the 

scenes to accomplish his purposes?  

 God arranged that Mordecai would hear of the assassination plot and that his heroism would 

be recorded in the record books so that at “just the right time,” the King would remember 

Mordecai as an ally (chapter 6) 

 God is at work in every single detail of life, even when we don’t think that He is 

 

 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“VENGEANCE” – Esther 3 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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QUESTION #1: Read Esther 3;1-6. Why is there conflict between Haman and Mordecai? Why do 

you think Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman? Why did Haman want to destroy all Jews 

rather than punish Mordecai alone (see Exodus 17:8-16 and 1 Samuel 15)? 

 The initial conflict is caused because Mordecai refused to bow down in homage to Haman 

 Mordecai was a Jew, and likely from the line of King Saul.  Haman was an Amalekite, the sworn 

enemies of God (Ex. 17:14-16; Deut. 25:17-19).  King Saul had failed to annihilate the 

Amalekites, as God had commanded (1 Sam. 15:1-3, 7-11).  This resulted in the kingship of 

Israel being taken away from the Benjamite tribe.  Mordecai’s secret Jewish faith must have 

been awakened because of this age-old conflict and could not bow down to God’s enemy, in 

good conscience.   

 Haman evidently understood the age-old conflict as well.  This caused him to want to kill all the 

Jews. 

 

QUESTION #2: How would the extermination of Jews have changed history? Was Mordecai 

courageous or foolish in his refusal to bow down? Is it appropriate or wise for Christ followers 

to practice civil disobedience?  

 There would have been no Messiah! 

 In my opinion, courageous.  He could no longer disobey God’s clear commands to His people, 

and like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego before him, he made a stand for Yahweh 

and His people. 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. would be a good, modern day example of Christian-based civil 

disobedience.  It would be hard to argue that, at least in the case of racial civil rights, this was 

not an appropriate resistance movement. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Esther 3:7-15. What are the main steps in Haman’s strategic plan to 

annihilate the Jews? What were the main tools Haman used to manipulate the king into signing 

the edict?  

 Haman’s associates first cast lots to determine the course of action and timing for initiating an 

annihilation plan with the king 

 He then set out to sour the king on the practices of the Jews, making them look like rebels 

against his kingdom.   

 He also offered money, something few kings would likely pass up.  It essentially was a blood 

bribe. 

 Then Haman, by order of the king, published the decree across the empire authorizing citizens 

to kill all the Jews. 

 

 LIVING:   
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Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Randy asked three questions as an application of this story. How did you answer 

them? Which question is most applicable to you today? What are your next steps? 

 What is your motive – fear or faith? 

 Is there prejudice in your heart? 

 Are you mentoring others? 

 

QUESTION #2: How do you see examples of antisemitism and prejudice today? Did you agree 

with the distinction between “position” and “posture” when it comes to dealing with cultural 

issues? 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: Look at the journey of your life, the sinful times and the godly times. Spend time this week 

praising God for how He has providentially used every aspect for His glory. Share your story and 

God’s good work with an unbelieving friend this week. 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group how you were able to share your story with someone this week. 

 

NEW Follow Up Assignments: 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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To follow Christ means to reject apathy. Is apathy a problem among Christ followers today? In what 

ways do you fight this tendency in your own life? Make a decision this week to trust in God’s 

sovereignty and take action to serve him and the people around you. Share this with your group.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


