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Main Point:  You cannot refuse God’s use of your life to accomplish His mission, so choose to 

freely give it over to Him! 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: For such a time as this! Esther is a story about God’s providence and protection 

for His people. He uses unlikely people and circumstances to accomplish His great purposes.  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND: The Jews had entered into captivity under the Babylonians around 600 

B.C. because of their rebellion against God. The Persians began to rule shortly thereafter and allowed 

the Jews to gradually return to their homeland. Some Jews continued to stay in Persia, among them 

Esther and Mordecai, the two main characters of the book. God worked through these two Jews to 

bring about the salvation of the Jewish race in a time of great danger. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: Where do you see ungodliness operating in our world and in our leaders?  In what 

ways do you see Christians weakened by this ungodliness?  

 Handle this question with great care.  Understand that this may bring up volatile comments, 

especially involving current political leaders.  But this should be allowed as long as you handle 

it with wisdom. 

 God’s people have never had problems critiquing the ungodliness of world leaders when they 

did not live up to the ideal of the Good that God prescribes in His Word…especially when the 

weaker members of society are negatively affected by the ungodliness.  We must also adopt 

this approach (Jer. 46-50).   

 However, the New Testament instructs to also sincerely pray for corrupt leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-

4).   

 You can guide your people through the proper appropriation of these two biblical practices by 

allowing people to honestly share their opinions about the corruption in our world, especially 

amongst our leaders, as long as they do it with charitable grace toward those who disagree 

and a heart filled with a sincere longing for the salvation of the soul of the one they are 

critiquing.  You can also help those who hear and disagree with these opinions to receive it 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“OPPORTUNITY: ONE NIGHT FOR THE KING” – Esther 2 

 

CONNECTING: 

 



2 
 

with charity.  Remind everyone that our unity around Christ and the love we have for one 

another goes far deeper than our political opinions. 

  

QUESTION #2: How do you think God could use this ungodliness and weakness for good, gospel 

ends?  Have you ever seen God use a wicked thing for good in history or in your own life?  Share 

about it. 

 Be prepared to share your own story of how God used your sin and conformity to the world for 

good ends. 

 Historical examples: 

o The brutal oppression of the Jews by Pharaoh led to one of the greatest displays of 

God’s glory and foreshadowing of the coming Messiah. 

o The corruption of the Catholic Church prior to the Reformation led to an important 

rediscovery of biblical teaching on the gospel. 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: What are some of the ways Mordecai and Esther were not strong disciples of 

God?  What does God use in their lives (chapters 3 and 4) to strengthen their walk with Him?  Can you 

think of other biblical figures who were not strong disciples but whom God transformed into fully 

devoted followers?   

 Being “secret Jews” meant they had to disobey much of the Law of Moses (these were very 

visible, public practices).   

 Mordecai disobeyed God’s command to go back to the Holy Land (Jer. 50:6). 

 Esther disobeyed God in marrying a Gentile (the King)(Deut. 7:3). 

 God used an Amalekite enemy (Haman) to cause Mordecai to take a step of bold faith.  He 

could not bow down to him as a sworn enemy of Yahweh. 

 God used the potential annihilation of her people to cause Esther to boldly stand up for 

Yahweh. 

 Peter and the disciples are great examples of weak disciples made strong over time by 

disciples. 

 

QUESTION #2: Try to list all the various circumstances in Esther 2 that God weaved together to bring 

about His ultimate plan for the salvation of the Jews.  Which one amazes you the most?  Why?   

 The drunken stupor of King Ahasuerus led to his rash deposing of his queen, which set up the 

opportunity for Esther. 

 The advisors of the King suggesting a beauty pageant led to Esther’s enthronement. 

 The fact that Mordecai and Esther were in Susa at just the right time, even though this 

happened because of Mordecai’s direct disobedience in refusing to go back to the Holy Land. 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 The fact that Esther’s parents died led her to be under the authority of a man, Mordecai, who 

was unwilling to live boldly for God.  But this allowed Esther to become queen.  If she and 

Mordecai (or she and her parents) had been obedient Jews, there is no way she would have 

been selected as queen. 

 The fact that Mordecai came from the line of Saul sets up a deep, personal crisis in chapter 3 

which kicks off the conflict where God is able to demonstrate His glory by destroying His sworn 

enemy, the Amalekites.   

 Some think Mordecai comes from Saul’s only remaining son, Mephibosheth, who David 

uncharacteristically, but mercifully, spared because of his promise to Jonathon, his friend and 

the brother of Mephibosheth.  If David had killed him, which was customary for new kings to 

do to the old dynasty members, Mordecai would not have existed to help influence Esther for 

the salvation of the Jews. 

 The fact that Esther was exceedingly beautiful to the point that she pleased the king more than 

any other woman in all of the Persian Empire is an example of God’s sovereign control over 

even the arrangement of cells in the womb for His purposes. 

 The favor Esther had with the eunuch allowed her to move forward quickly in the selection 

process. 

 The fact that Mordecai was in just the right place to learn of the assassination plot on the king. 

 The fact that Mordecai’s deed to save the king was recorded in the history books so that the 

king would read it in chapter 4 during a bout of insomnia. 

  

QUESTION #3: What do you think about God using the lust of a wicked king, the beautiful figure of a 

young woman, and the vanity and immorality of Esther’s selection process to bring about His 

mission?  What bothers you about it and why?  How does it expand the way you think about God’s 

sovereignty over all things for His glory? 

 Remember these truths: 

o God’s #1 mission is to bring glory to Himself. 

o He primarily does this through bringing Jesus the Messiah through the line of the Jews 

to accomplish His salvific work on the cross and empty tomb. 

o Because God enters into a world completely sinful and broken, He necessarily uses sinful 

people and sinful events to accomplish this mission of salvation. 

o But remember that God never causes this sin nor commits sin.  He simply is free to use 

sinners to accomplish His mission. 

 To see that God uses and controls EVERYTHING – holy and unholy, good and bad – in life is 

comforting.  It causes us to want to align ourselves more fully with His mission…because He 

WILL accomplish it! 

 
LIVING:   

 



4 
 

 

QUESTION #1: In what ways do you feel the culture has influenced you away from more fully 

following Christ?  Can you see how trials in your life are God’s way of gradually transforming you out 

of that conformity?  Also, can you see how even the culturally conformed and sinful aspects of your 

life have still been used by God to bring Him glory?  Share with your group. 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Between now and next week read the book of Esther and especially if the pages are struck together 

from not being read. As you’re reading write down how God works, both in obvious ways and behind 

the scenes, to accomplish His purpose. 

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share about what you learned from reading through Esther. 

NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

Look at the journey of your life, the sinful times and the godly times.  Spend time this week praising God for 

how He has providentially used every aspect for His glory.  Share your story and God’s good work with an 

unbelieving friend this week.   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us to meet many new visitors to Stonebridge.  Invite them to Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


