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Main Point: A global partnership expands our view of God and equips us for effective ministry. 

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:   

In light of God’s work to bring us from death to life through the death and resurrection of Christ, Paul 

shows us how God breaks down the barrier between Jew and Gentile and makes peace among His 

people through the gospel. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  Have you ever traveled to another country? What do you remember from that 

experience? What did you learn?  

 

QUESTION #2:  Randy began with a Bible reason for our partnership with Germany. In 

Ephesians 4:1-16, why did Paul begin with “Therefore”? What is the context of Ephesians 1-3 

that informs our calling and lifestyle in Ephesians 4-6?  

 As one great seminary professor once said: “Whenever you see a “therefore” in Scripture, you need to 

ask yourself ‘what is it there for’?”   

 The reason the therefore is there in 4:1 is because Paul is basing all the practical applications in chapters 

4, 5, and 6 on the theological truths he just laid out in chapters 1, 2, and 3.   

 Chapter 1:  focuses on our position in Christ because of His choosing us before the foundation of the 

world (1:4), our redemption in His blood (1:7), and the gift of the Holy Spirit imparted to us at our 

salvation (1:13) 

 Chapter 2:  focuses on the fact that we were once completely dead in our sins (2:1-3) but have been 

saved by Christ through faith alone (2:8-9) and are now ushered into the people of God with the 

believing Jews, when we had been formerly excluded (2:11-19) 

 Chapter 3:  focuses more on this amazing revelation of the mystery hidden throughout history 

concerning the unity of Jew and Gentile through the blood of Christ (3:1-6).  Paul ends chapter 3 with 

an emotional prayer for all of us believers to truly grasp how amazing is this love of Christ and the 

power of this God who can unify such different peoples for His glory (3:14-21).  Paul hopes that if we 
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grasp this deeply we will be motivated to apply the gospel to our daily lives (this is the heart of 

Chapters 4-6).   

 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Ephesians 4:1-6. What is the basis of our unity with other Christians 

throughout the world?  

 Our unity is to be connected in people of Christ. 

 This means we have unity in the one Body of Christ, the one Spirit of Christ, the one Hope of 

eternal salvation in Christ, the one faith in Christ, the one baptism in Christ, and the one God 

and Father of Christ, and the one grace given to us by Christ (4:4-7) 

 

QUESTION #2: Having emphasized the source of our unity in 4:1-6, Paul moves on to explain 

how God equips his church for ministry in Ephesians 4:7-16. How does the death, resurrection 

and ascension of Jesus connect to how we live in community today (4:7-10)?  

 Jesus has given us the greatest gift we will ever receive!  He humbled Himself to leave heaven 

and come to earth with the one purpose to redeem us from our sins for God’s glory 

(Philippians 2:1-11). 

 If we have been given all this when we didn’t deserve it, it should cause us to use our blessings, 

our gifts, our resources, our abilities to minister to others and always seek to build others up in 

the love of Christ.  When we understand the gospel, we should become loving, giving, and 

forgiving people. 

 

QUESTION #3: When people God has gifted do their work of equipping others, what is the result 

(Ephesians 4:11-16)? In what ways does our relationship with the Chemnitz church help equip 

us for ministry in Cedar Rapids? 

 The people of God are enabled to do the work of God and the body of Christ is build up to be 

on mission in the world for God’s glory (4:11-12) 

 Unity occurs around our one faith and knowledge of Christ and this causes us all to mature into 

Christ-likeness as individuals and corporately as the Church (4:13) 

 This enables us to be protected from false doctrines and deceivers sent by the Deceiver and 

Destroyer (4:14) 

 Instead, we become a people who speaks truth in a loving way…in a way that helps each other 

grow in Christ-likeness as we depend more and more on Christ together (4:15-16) 

 How does our relationship with Chemnitz church help us? 

o We become less fearful of people from other cultures but realize that God is building a 

Church made up off all races and nations and tongues. 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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o We become less insular and fearful about our place as a church in a dark world.  We 

understand that God is always at work and beating back the darkness everywhere.  This 

gives us courage and hope to know that He will enable us to beat back the darkness in 

Cedar Rapids as well. 

o We learn how to love “the other”.  It is easy to love people just like you.  But that is not 

the ultimate maturation of love.  Love is most mature when it loves people who are truly 

different from us.  In fact, it reaches its zenith of godliness when it causes us to love our 

enemies (Matt. 5).  The only way can get to this level of Christ-likeness is to reach out 

and develop relationships with people from different cultures.  You will be amazed by 

how our mutual love for Christ and His mutual love for us causes cultural divides to 

crumble (Eph. 2-3).   

o What other things can you and your group think of?   

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

QUESTION #1: What did Randy say about the second “mission reason” for a partnership? In 

what ways has our Stonebridge mission team helped increase your awareness of what God is 

doing in other cultures? Will you consider signing up for the Perspectives course we will be 

offering in LIFE U starting in January?   

 

QUESTION #2: What is the personal reason for our partnership with Chemnitz? Review the 

history of our relationship with this church since 2006. How do you see value in this venture 

going forward?  

 

 OUR PARTNERSHIP HISTORY  

 2006 – Pastor Randy’s meets Pastor Bernard on his mission vision trip to Germany. 

 2009 - Chemnitz leaders visit Stonebridge and meet with our staff and elders. 

 2010 – Berlin Summit and time in Chemnitz builds relationships with leaders.  

 2011 – Chemnitz members lead a prayer seminar and share life in the GDR.  

 2012 – Stonebridge team of 10 serves Chemnitz with prayer and Life Groups.  

 2013 - Tina & Stefan Schultze attend Stonebridge Family Camp and share teaching. 

 2014 – Pastor Keith, Cassy and a team of youth engage Chemnitz students at school.  

 2016 – Pastor Bernard invests part of his sabbatical in Cedar Rapids learning and sharing. 

 2017 – Stonebridge team shares Biblical Counseling and LIFE Group ministry in Chemnitz. 

 

LIVING:   
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At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  When we know the true God, we learn that he gives us second chances. Knowing him 

changes everything about us. Make a list of things that changed for you when God saved you and 

brought you into a relationship with him. Invest a few moments give thanks for his amazing grace. 

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about the list you made. 

  

NEW ASSIGNMENT: Randy listed four possible “next steps” for becoming a world Christian. 

1. Develop a cross-cultural friendship.  

2. Take the Perspectives course beginning in January.  

3. Pray about taking a short-term mission trip through Stonebridge or another mission agency. 

4. Discuss the possibility of adopting one of our mission partners as a part of your LIFE Group.  

Discuss these four possibilities with your group, family or friends. Which one would you like to begin 

working on this week? 

 

 

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 

 


