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MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING [NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert from the service program for original questions]  

UNDERSTANDING 

Until Christ returns ungodly leaders will wear us down but since the Son of Man has authority and dominion, we 
can endure, submit to His rule and serve Him with joy. 
 
SERIES OVERVIEW:  Ever feel like your world is falling apart?  You’re not alone.  But how do we respond when 
we’re feeling the heat of life?  How do we survive personal crisis? Join us each weekend to learn about how one 
man trusted God through fire, public scrutiny, and a certain death situation. This story will change how you ap-
proach life’s challenges. 
 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Israel had been conquered by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  The king's poli-
cy was to take the cream of the crop of the Jews, like Daniel and his three friends, back to Babylon to indoctrinate 
them and make them servants of his kingdom.  In chapter 6, we saw King Darius, the new king who had taken 
control of the Babylonian empire, allow Daniel to be thrown in the lion’s den because Daniel had prayed to God 
in violation of Darius’ law.  Daniel is miraculously saved by God from death.  The rest of the book of Daniel re-
counts the prophetic visions and dreams Daniel had concerning the end times.  Chapter 7 recounts the first of 
these occurring during the reign of Belshazzar, the king prior to Darius. 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of 
faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 
connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to 
teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.  Note:  The sea in vv. 1-8 represent the nations and peoples 
that are stirred up against God.  The beasts are powerful leaders and governments who arise out of the 
peoples and dominate other nations.    

Question #1: God is eternal.  He is perfectly pure, which causes His justice and rule to be perfect.  He is 
to be feared.  He has command over all.  He has complete power to depose all who would try to stand 
against Him.  He is the One who sent Jesus Christ to earth for our salvation and received Him again at 
Christ’s ascension.  Jesus is equal in power to the Father.  The Father gave Jesus all power and authority 
over everyone forever.   
 
Question #2:  The Son of Man is Jesus Christ (see Matthew 26:63-64).  Jesus is the only one who is per-
fectly human.  He is both God and Man.  In His humanity, He demonstrates to us what humankind 
should always have been like.  He is the perfect display of what God intended with Adam before the Fall 
in Genesis 3.  When we rebel against God and pervert ourselves with sin we act more like beasts than 
the humans we were created to be.   
 
Question #3:  Christians will reign with Christ.  We will judge the nations (those opposed to Christ) 
(see 1 Cor. 6:2; Revelation 2:26, 20:4).  The Kingdom of God, the rule of God that Christians are a part of 
and are given authority under Christ within, will be eternal.  We will always rule with Christ.  The earth-
ly kingdoms always pass away.   



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time ask your group if there is anyone who feels like they have never trusted in Christ as their 
Lord and Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each 
of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we 
are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to 
wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive 
this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation  
(Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).   
Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them 
and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay hands on 
them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no one is comfortable to open up in 
front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

NEXT STEPS 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments.  
 
Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Read Hebrews 4:14-16. Spend some time thanking God we can confidently ap-
proach Him because of Christ. Also, give thanks He is with you in times of crisis and is able to rescue 
you. 
 
Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Ask people to share if they were impacted by Daniel 6 and Hebrews 4:14-16 last 
week. 
 
New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT: When do you find it most difficult to remember that “the court shall sit in judg-
ment” (7:26)? Write five truths from this study that help you persevere. Share these with your family or 
group. 

Don’t forget these Next Steps to spiritual maturity in obeying God’s commands:  remind your folks to get 
involved in ways to follow God boldly and not be lulled to sleep by the pleasures of Babylon.  They can 
serve in youth, kids, worship or First Impressions ministries, or as an “advocate” who befriends and 
supports someone who is currently struggling in their life, or through the many other opportunities to 
serve others at Stonebridge.  Please have your people contact me if they are interested: 
jasonp@stonebridge.church 
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