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MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

UNDERSTANDING 

When people lift up their hearts against God, they will face consequences, for “the Most High God rules the  
kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom He will” (Daniel 5:21).  
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:  Ever feel like your world is falling apart?  You’re not alone.  But how do we  
respond when we’re feeling the heat of life?  How do we survive personal crisis? Join us each weekend to learn 
about how one man trusted God through fire, public scrutiny, and a certain death situation. This story will 
change how you approach life’s challenges. 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Israel had been conquered by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  The king's  
policy was to take the cream of the crop of the Jews, like Daniel and his three friends, back to Babylon to  
indoctrinate them and make them servants of his kingdom.  In chapter 4, we saw  
Nebuchadnezzar humbled by God just as Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream had foretold.  Daniel is now 
called upon to interpret a message of judgment for the new king, Belshazzar.   
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of faith, and 
understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these connecting questions to 
understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  Listen more than lead in this section.   
 

Stories in Scripture are designed to help us learn from the examples of others so we can redirect our desires 
toward God instead of idolatry and evil (1 Cor. 10:6).  Pride is often a motivator for throwing the type of party 
designed to show off one’s success.  We want people to see our status in life by having them observe our 
possessions.  Sometimes we will even go so far as to dishonor and disobey God so we can show off to our 
peers.  God hates pride.  Belshazzar’s pride was so deep that he was even willing to use the sacred cups from 
God’s Temple to glorify himself.  God will not let his glory be shared by another (Isaiah 42:8; Daniel 4). 

Question #1: In 6:67  we are reminded that God alone can reveal mysteries, not human “wise 
men.”  In 4:7-8 we are told that only one in whom is the spirit of the gods, Daniel, can understand the 
mysteries of God.  Again, only God, not man, can reveal mysteries.  Finally, in chapter 5 we see the same 
lesson.  There is no other God, but the God of Israel.  The Babylonian kings had conjurers from nearly 
every religion known to man.  However, none but the God of Israel has the power to reveal  
mysteries.  The Book of Daniel gives a strong rebuke against all other religions.  It states very clearly 
that there is only one religion that is true and that there is only one God who is real.  It is the God of  
Israel. 
 

Question #2:  Daniel is wise in pointing to the story of Nebuchadnezzar.  It was an undeniable account 
of a man who was proud and then humbled, in the extreme, by the God of Israel.  Belshazzar would have 
been emotionally impacted by this reminder, since it was his “father”* who experienced this  
humiliation.  Belshazzar would have likely drawn the obvious conclusion: “like father, like son.”  He was 
exhibiting the same foolish pride that scoffs at the one, true and living God.  This God leveled the most 
powerful king, Nebuchadnezzar.  And now He was about to do it again, only this time to Belshazzar.  



Question #3:  The biggest way we are tempted to hardness and pride is when we are confronted with a hard 
command from God that He expects us to obey.  We do not want to do things that make us have to sacrifice.  We 
want to be comfortable.  We want to be treated as kings.  But God will not share His throne with us.  The only way 
to avoid this temptation is to remember our humble place.  We are not God.  We must obey Him.  But we don’t 
obey Him grudgingly.  We don’t obey Him simply to avoid His judgment.  We obey Him by faith because we 
believe the truth that He is a good God who loves us so much that He sent His Son to die for us.  Verse 23 is very 
powerful.  We need to remember with every breath that our lungs don’t function by our own strength.  God alone 
has the power to make our lungs continue to work or completely stop.  This should humble us and make us 
grateful that He allows us to keep breathing. 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time share with your group that if there is anyone who feels like they have pridefully trusted in themselves 
as “god” and refused to trust in Christ as their Lord and Savior.   Share with them the gospel:  1.)  God is our 
authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) 
Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 
came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we 
have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 
& 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them 
and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or 
offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the 
group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

NEXT STEPS 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock and help 
them take next steps in their new commitments.  
 

The fact that Belshazzar gave Daniel his gifts, in spite of Daniel refusing them (5:17), might mean that Belshazzar 
was making a last ditch effort to appease God and stay His hand of judgment.  It is quite possible, then, that the 
king accepted Daniel’s interpretation as authoritative.  That very night...God’s judgment can be terrifying in its 
swiftness.  He hates pride with an intense hatred (Prov. 8:13; Isa. 13:11).   
 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Read Daniel 4:37 and write a prayer in your own words to make it your personal statement 
of faith and praise to God. 
 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Ask people to share the prayer they wrote from Daniel 4:37. 
 

New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  
Group Discussion: With your group list five lessons from Daniel that help you resist pressure to compromise your 
convictions.  
 

Personal Assignment:  Who has been a Daniel for you? Does this person know how they’ve influenced you? Why 
not write them a note or give them a call to let them know how they helped you take steps toward Jesus? Your 
note of thanks will encourage them! 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY:  Share with a friend about the “Daniel” who has helped you.  Encourage each other to take a 
step to encourage the Daniels in your life. 
 

Don’t forget these Next Steps to spiritual maturity in obeying God’s commands:  remind your folks to get 
involved in ways to follow God boldly and not be lulled to sleep by the pleasures of Babylon.  They can 
serve in youth, kids, worship or First Impressions ministries, or as an “advocate” who befriends and 
supports someone who is currently struggling in their life, or through the many other opportunities to 
serve others at Stonebridge.  Please have your people contact me if they are interested: 
jasonp@stonebridge.church 
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