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MAIN POINT 

CONNECTING 

UNDERSTANDING 

Following God brings risks and rewards but trust in the One who is with you to deliver you.  

SERIES OVERVIEW:  Ever feel like your world is falling apart?  You’re not alone.  But how do we  
respond when we’re feeling the heat of life?  How do we survive personal crisis? Join us each weekend 
to learn about how one man trusted God through fire, public scrutiny, and a certain death situation. 
This story will change how you approach life’s challenges. 
 
PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Israel had been conquered by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  The 
king's policy was to take the cream of the crop of the Jews, like Daniel and his three friends, back to 
Babylon to indoctrinate them and make them servants of his kingdom.  In chapter 2 we see Daniel and 
his friends face potential execution because no one could meet the king’s demand to tell him his 
dream.  Daniel responds with wisdom and prayer and God gives him the power to know the king’s 
dream and interpret it.  This powerful display of power from God causes Nebuchadnezzar to show  
respect to the true God, the God of the Jews.   

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level of 

faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to 

teach.  Listen more than lead in this section  

Question #1: It is likely that the astrologers were jealous.  In chapter 2 we see that the king prom 
oted Daniel and his friends to high office.  The astrologers were evidently bothered by this for they  
remind the king of this promotion in 3:12.  The biggest temptation would surely have been to  
compromise.  They might have rationalized that God would understand their compromise given the 
dire circumstances.  They might imagine that God would not care because they wouldn’t really be  
worshipping the image.  They would just be acting like it so they are not killed.  They might also  
rationalize that God would certainly want them alive to do further ministry and not have their  
ministries cut short.  Their confidence in God is impressive.  They were able to address a frightening, 
powerful king with a boldness that can only come from God.  Where they could have rationalized their 
way out of this crisis, instead they saw this as a matter of obedient faith that God would use to bring 
glory to His name, no matter if they lived or died. 

Question #2:  Under any trial, the name of the game is trusting that God is sovereign and 
good.  Whenever we try to get out from under the trial in our own strength and fail to seek God, sin is 
very near.  Read James 1:12-15.  We either trust in God under our trial and remain strong or we blame 
God and fall apart.   



Question #3:  Clearly the king had an issue of pride.  He may have given lip service to the “gods,” but in 
day to day reality, he thought of himself as the most powerful and important being in all creation.  He 
was the sole ruler of the known world.  It wouldn’t be hard for any of us in that position to become 
consumed by pride!  He was angered that anyone would think another God was more powerful than 
him.  But the one, true and living God showed up dramatically to rescue his followers and confront the 
king’s pride  
(perhaps even the pre-incarnate Son of  God Himself showed up as the fourth man in the furnace?) 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY 

At this time share with your group that if there is anyone who feels like they have backed away from 
truly trusting in Christ as their Lord and Savior because of the pressures of the world and the enemies of 
Christ, now is the time to stand firm by faith like Daniel’s friends did.   Share with them the 
gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against 
His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His 
condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and 
bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace 
and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to 
share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and then pray over them and have them 
pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to 
talk with anyone after group about these things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the 
group.  Please let me know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING 

NEXT STEPS 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 
them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your flock 
and help them take next steps in their new commitments.  

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Make a list of what this chapter says about God’s activity in the course of human 
history, His character qualities and the extent of His control over the present and future. How will this 
portrait of God encourage you to trust Him with your life and circumstances? 

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Ask people to share some of the lists they came up about God’s activity, character, 
and sovereignty from chapter 2.  Also, ask them if they received any encouragement from each other 
throughout the week. 

New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT: How does 1 Peter 4:12-19 give perspective on what we should expect and how we 
can endure suffering because of our commitment to Christ? What commitments will you make today to 
prepare you to face life’s pressures? Who needs you to encourage them with this truth today? 
ACCOUNTABILITY:  Share your commitments with someone in your group this week.  Commit to pray 
for each other in your efforts to follow God even in suffering.  

Don’t forget these Next Steps to spiritual maturity in obeying God’s commands:  remind your folks to get 
involved in ways to follow God boldly and not be lulled to sleep by the pleasures of Babylon.  They can 
serve in youth, kids, worship or First Impressions ministries, or as an “advocate” who befriends and 
supports someone who is currently struggling in their life, or through the many other opportunities to 
serve others at Stonebridge.  Please have your people contact me if they are interested: 
jasonp@stonebridge.church 
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