
Leader Guide 
Daniel - “Bold in Babylon” series 

“Interpreting Dreams” - Daniel 2:1-49 

Main Point:  God’s kingdom will be established, grow and ultimately triumph, filling the earth with His glory. 
 

SERIES OVERVIEW:  Ever feel like your world is falling apart?  You’re not alone.  But how do we respond 
when we’re feeling the heat of life?  How do we survive personal crisis? Join us each weekend to learn about 
how one man trusted God through fire, public scrutiny, and a certain death situation. This story will change 
how you approach life’s challenges. 
 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  Israel had been conquered by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  The king's 
policy was to take the cream of the crop of the Jews, like Daniel and his three friends, back to Babylon to  
indoctrinate them and make them servants of his kingdom.  In chapter 1 we see Daniel and his friends  
boldly remain pure in spite of the temptations and challenges of living in a world hostile to their faith.  God 
honors their commitment and they grow in esteem before the king.  
 
 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to see the 
original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

CONNECTING: 
Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level  
of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these  
connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.   
Listen more than lead in this section. 

UNDERSTANDING: 
Question #1: Daniel was remarkably calm.  He was able to wisely ask questions and make requests  
(2:14-16) as compared to the so-called "wise men" in the king's court (2:10-11).  Daniel had been tested  
by trials before in chapter 1 and in the horrific experience of watching his country devastated and taken  
captive to a foreign land.  These trials evidently produced in him a strong faith in God's sovereign power 
and goodness which made him wise (read James chapter 1). 
  

Question #2:  God is to be praised above all kings.  He has all wisdom and might and can grant these to His 
people.  He has power over times and events and kings.  He can enable His people to know deep things that 
people in the darkness of unbelief can never know.  He is a God of all generations.  He is not novel.  He does 
not become passe .  He is always the center of the universe, now and forevermore.  We are to thank Him 
always for His help and gifting in our life so that we might walk in wisdom in all circumstances.  
 

Question #3:  Besides foreshadowing Nebuchadnezzar's unbelievable pride (see chapter 3 especially after 
2:46-47), the image foretells of the earthly kingdoms to come:  Babylon (gold), Medo-Persia (silver), 
Greece (bronze), Rome (iron and clay), Kingdom of God in Christ (the stone).  The dream showed that God 
is the ultimate King in charge of the times, kings and kingdoms and He does and will always reign.  The 
stone is Jesus Christ (Matt. 21:42-44; Rom. 9:33; 1Pt. 1:28) who would come in the days of Rome (2:44) to 
establish God's kingdom forever.   
 

Question #4:  It shows that Jesus Christ is the one true Messiah King and that there is no other way for 
Mankind to be saved than through belief in His death and resurrection  (see Acts 4:11-12).  We must  
submit to Him.  To submit our lives to any other king (especially "king Self" is foolish. It will only result in 
being crushed (Matt. 21:44).  Sometimes we will have an immediate impact on pagan leaders through our 
visible, bold submission to Christ (2:46-49).  But don't expect this to happen or expect that it will  
necessarily last even if it does happen (see chapter 3 and the experience of Jesus and His disciples!) 



GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
At this time share with your group that if there is anyone who feels 
like they have not submitted themselves to King Jesus, now is the 
time to do so to avoid being crushed by the Stone whom the world 
has rejected.   Share with them the gospel of submission to God 
through the blood of Christ:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; Rom. 
1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His  
authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of this rebellious sin we are  
under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) 
Jesus came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the 
wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-11)  5.) All we have to do is  
receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ 
alone for our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to 
share right there with the group that they desire to be saved and 
then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as  
Savior.  Have group members gather around and lay hands on 
them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these things if 
no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me 
know what happens!!  How exciting!! 

LIVING: 
Many of you have taken your 
LIFE Group to the next level of 
transformative community.  You 
have moved beyond being a  
discussion facilitator and have 
experienced the challenges - but 
far greater joys - of being a  
shepherd who truly cares for the 
souls of your people.  Thank you 
for feeding God’s sheep!  

NEXT STEPS: 
Don’t forget these Next Steps to spiritual maturity in obeying God’s commands:  remind your folks to get 
involved in ways to follow God boldly and not be lulled to sleep by the pleasures of Babylon.  They can 
serve in youth, kids, worship or First Impressions ministries, or as an “advocate” who befriends and 
supports someone who is currently struggling in their life, or through the many other opportunities to 
serve others at Stonebridge.  Please have your people contact me if they are interested:  
jasonp@stonebridge.church 

Review: What were last week’s assignments? 
PROGRAM INSERT:  What is one aspect of  
Daniel's character or conduct that impresses you 
most? What is one thing you can do this week to 
follow Daniel's example in your own life? 

New Follow Up Assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT: Make a list of what this chapter says about God’s activity in the course of human 
history, His character qualities and the extent of His control over the present and future. How will this 
portrait of God encourage you to trust Him with your life and circumstances? 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY:  Share your list with someone in your group this week.  Commit to pray for each 
other in your efforts to trust God in all circumstances.  

Reflection: Discuss last week’s assignments 
PROGRAM INSERT:  Ask your people if they would 
share this one thing they endeavored to emulate 
about Daniel.  
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