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Main Point: Calling is not simply what we do, but primarily who we are in relationship to God, and how 

we live that out. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: God has given every Christian abilities and gifts to serve His Church and bring 

glory to His name.  We are His masterpieces!  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:  During one of Paul’s missionary journeys, he stopped in a port city called, 

Miletus.  While there, he asked the elders from the church in Ephesus to travel to Miletus to meet with 

him.  Paul had planted the church in Ephesus and spent much time there.  He wanted to encourage 

and exhort them to continue in their work of ministry that he had modeled for them.   

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: What one thing spoke to your heart the most from the Word of God in these 

Scriptures?  

 

QUESTION #2: How have you understood the concept of ‘calling’ in the past?  How do some 

people in our culture view ‘calling’?  What are the two major errors we can fall into when 

thinking about the idea of ‘calling’ or ‘vocation’?   

 People erroneously think of calling in an exclusively individualistic manner.  Instead of viewing 

their gifts, abilities, profession, etc. theo-centrically (God focused), they view them auto-

centrically (self-focused).  They don’t realize they are a part of a bigger Kingdom agenda to 

serve God and others.   

 People also erroneously think of calling in a compartmentalized manner.  Instead of seeing all 

of life as an wholistic expression of praise and service to God, they see calling or “vocation” as 

“work-only.”  Home becomes the compartment of “rest”.  Church becomes the compartment of 

“self-help” or weekly “pick-me-up”.   

LEADER GUIDE: 

“FIND YOUR CALLING” – Acts 20:17-24 

 

CONNECTING: 
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 It’s also true that people think of calling as “easy”.  We believe that if we find a career that we 

are gifted at and passionate about, we will be good at it and it will be easy for us.  Biblically, 

calling is not easy.  It often involves suffering for Christ.  It still brings joy, but it is still hard! 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Acts 20:17-21.  How does Paul present the fruit of fulfilling his calling?  

How can an over-emphasis on ‘giftedness’ lead to selfishness?  Why are relationships and 

community so vital to living out our calling? 

 His goal is simply to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.  The fruit is simply doing that. 

 If we focus on the individualistic aspect of giftedness, we will become self-focused instead of 

God and others focused. 

 God has given us gifts and abilities, not so we can have a fulfilling career, but so we can serve 

others.  The only way to truly live out our calling is with others.  These others also help us 

determine what our gift is and how it can be most helpfully deployed in the church. 

  

QUESTION #2: Read Acts 20:22-23.  What might be dangerous as viewing God’s calling as the 

specific plan for our lives?  What information was revealed to Paul about his calling?  How did 

Paul receive the information?  What was the only thing Paul was certain about?  Does this 

reform the way we may have previously looked at what ‘being called’ is?    

 Even the Apostle Paul did not have direct clarity from God on the specific details of his calling.  

All he needed to know is the general call that he was to preach the gospel and be prepared for 

suffering.  If we don’t see it this way, we can become paralyzed waiting for specific details 

before we actually go out and do the one thing we know with certainty we are called to:  to 

proclaim the gospel!  

 Paul’s example is instructive.  He received the information of his general call with contented 

obedience and devotion to Christ.  He did not get fixated on his own life’s course, but had 

given himself up body and soul to however God wanted to use him. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read Acts 20:24.  Why is it important that Paul places the value of his calling on 

finishing his race well?  How might it help to remember that our calling is received from God, 

and not simply ‘chosen’ by us?  Where does Paul see his identity secured?  Why is this the 

primary calling of every believer? 

 Our goal is not to “make something of ourselves” in life, but simply to never give up testifying 

to the greatness of God. 

 We have received nothing from our own hands.  We didn’t even give ourselves our own names, 

let alone our abilities and gifts.  God has given us everything.  This keeps us humble and 

UNDERSTANDING: 

 



3 
 

focused on our main purpose: to represent Christ in this world.   This focus allowed Paul to find 

his identity in Christ alone and not in himself. 

 Every believer is called to proclaim Jesus Christ because it is a general call to all Christians…not 

just pastors or missionaries. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Read the following quote and share your thoughts:  ‘In many cases a clear sense 

of calling comes only through a time of searching, including trial and error.  And what may be 

clear to us in our twenties may be far more mysterious in our fifties because God’s complete 

designs for us are never fully understood, let alone fulfilled, in this life.’ – Os Guiness 

 

QUESTION #2: Why is it an error to assume that calling is delivered all at once, and in a crystal 

clear manner?  What is the danger of trying to seek a ‘once-for-all’ comprehensive plan for our 

lives rather than trusting God and living by His revealed will? 

 

QUESTION #3: If calling reverses the idea that ‘we are what we do,’ then how should I view my 

primary calling?  How should this calling impact every single area of life?  What areas of life 

am I living without consideration of my primary calling?   

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

LIVING:   

 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

When you get a meal time alone this week, reread 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. As you take each bite of food, 

think about the fact that it is “God who supplies…bread for your food” (9:10). Talk to God about this 

question: “Father, if you are the One who gives me every bite of food every day, why do I find it 

challenging to cheerfully give back to you to meet the needs of others?” Write down your thoughts.  

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share with your group what you thought about during last week’s assignment. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


