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Main Point: Jesus calls you to join his world-wide disciple-making movement. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: “Be an Apprentice”: Become a disciple of Jesus…Biblical teaching from Four Chair 

Discipleship, by Dann Spader 

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND:   

After Jesus’ baptism and temptation, He begins His formal ministry with the proclamation of His main 

message: “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  In John 15, Jesus nears the end of His 

earthly ministry with an extensive teaching directed at His disciples in the Upper Room where the Last 

Supper was held.   

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1:  As you consider the four chairs of a growing disciple, what is the connection with 

human development?  

 Chair 1:  “Come and See” = unborn 

 Chair 2: “Follow Me” = infant/child 

 Chair 3: “Fisher of People” = adolescent 

 Chair 4: “Go and Bear Fruit” = parent/reproducer 

 

QUESTION #2:  Be honest in self-reflection: How do you feel about these chairs (come and see, follow 

me, fish for people, go and bear fruit)? In which chair are you currently sitting? Where do you want to 

be?  

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read Matthew 4:12-22. What were four major transitions Jesus modeled at this 

stage of his ministry? As a “worker” for Jesus, what are some lessons you’ve learned on your 

journey of serving others?   

LEADER GUIDE: 

“GONE FISHING” – Matthew 4:12-22; John 15:1-17 

 

CONNECTING: 

 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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 Stage 1: The start of Jesus’ formal ministry involved Him publicly announcing the coming of the 

Kingdom.  Jesus is the light that He encourages everyone in darkness to “come and see”. 

 Stage 2: After getting to know some of the people in Galilee, he proceeds to call Andrew, Peter, 

James and John to come and “follow” Him. 

 Stage 3:  He tells these disciples that He will make them “fishers of people”. 

 Stage 4:  The disciples follow Jesus into the ministry of bearing fruit 

 

QUESTION #2: How long had Jesus’ friends been with him before he called them in Matthew 

4:19? How did they respond?  

 They had been following Him for about a year, since the time of John the Baptist’s baptism of 

Jesus (John 1:35-42) 

 They immediately left everything to follow Christ. 

 

QUESTION #3: Read John 15:1-17. Define “vine”, “vineyard”, “abiding” and “bearing fruit”. 

How can a person “abide” or “remain” in Jesus? What does John 15:15 reveal about progress in 

our relationship with Christ? 

 Vine = Jesus 

 Vineyard = God’s people 

 Abiding = to be “in” Christ; to have identity in Him by faith in Him and His work in saving us; 

this is manifested in our obedience to Him and the fruit that we bear for Him in His name and 

by His power 

 Bearing Fruit = proclaiming His message; seeing people come to Christ and disciple 

 We abide and remain in Christ by receiving His love for us by faith and keeping His 

commandments as a natural, heart-felt overflow of gratitude to Him for that love. 

 We have gone from servants to friends of Jesus.  He gives to us all that He receives from His 

Father. 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

ALLOW YOUR PEOPLE TIME TO PROCESS THESE QUESTIONS IN OPEN DISCUSSION.  LISTEN 

MORE THAN TEACH IN THIS SECTION.  

 

LIVING:   
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QUESTION #1: What are three aspects of being Jesus’ disciple from Matthew 4:19? How do 

Christ’s calling and the Spirit’s empowerment help you fish for people? What daily challenges 

keep you from his calling? What do your children (or disciples) struggle with the most? 

 We need to Follow Him, and He will make us into Fishers of People. 

 Christ is the one who initiates our process into being a disciplemaker.  The Holy Spirit gives us 

the power to do this work. 

 

QUESTION #2: Randy described “bearing fruit” as making disciples of Jesus, for a chair four 

Christian. What are some challenges that come from being a “spiritual” parent? What happens 

when we try to bear fruit in our own strength without relying on the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW:  Do you know of a couple new believers you can help grow in the basics discussed in this 

chapter? Share their first names with your family or group and arrange a time to help them grow in 

Christ.  

 

REFLECTION: Share with your group about how you were able to interact with the two new believers 

God laid on your heart. 

 

NEW ASSIGNMENT: Memorize John 15:16. “You should go and bear fruit” implies that Christ’s 

purpose is not only to forgive our sins and give eternal life, but that our lives are to be fruitful and 

productive for him. Abiding leads to bearing fruit for his glory. Tell your group where you are in your 

journey. Which chair do you tend to live in and where do you want to be a year from now?  
 

NEXT STEPS: 

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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 Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?   

 SHARE WITH YOUR GROUP --- NEXT EVENTS: 

 AUGUST 23rd – English Classes and International Ministry Informational Potluck 

 AUGUST 27th – Walk Thru the Bible Event!  This will focus on Old Testament understanding.  

2 hour event for the whole family!  Don’t miss it!   

 Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

 Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


