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Main Point: God gave you a spiritual gift to use in serving others. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: God has given every Christian abilities and gifts to serve His Church and bring 

glory to His name.  We are His masterpieces!  

 

PASSAGE BACKGROUND: The Corinthian Church was a young, and troubled, group of believers.  

Because of their pagan background, they tended to exalt more observable and emotional expressions 

of spirituality over those that were quiet and in the background.  This caused them to focus on people 

with gifts of preaching or those with miraculous gifts, and to desire these gifts themselves.  This 

fixation on “limelight” gifts caused them to devalue gifts that were less noticeable (and the believers 

who had them).  Paul corrects this thinking by explaining how all gifts are absolutely necessary to the 

overall health of the Body of Christ. 

 

[NOTE: Please refer to the Sermon Insert Questions from the service program or go online to 

see the original connecting, understanding, and living questions] 

 

 

Allow your people plenty of time to share.  You can learn a lot about your people's personalities, level 

of faith, and understanding of Scripture by how they answer these connecting questions.  Use these 

connecting questions to understand and diagnose the condition of your flock rather than to teach.  

Listen more than lead in this section.   

 

QUESTION #1: If asked to compare your function in the body of Christ to a part of the human 

body, what would you say? Are you a hand? An eye? A brain cell? The liver? Why would you say 

this about yourself? 

 Spend a lot of time on this question, as time and discussion-level allows.  

 You can learn a lot from people’s self-assessments.  This will enable you to encourage them 

toward experimenting with their gifts through service. 

 

QUESTION #2: Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11. As you reflect on 12:1-3, how would you describe 

the religious climate of Corinth? How is Christianity different than idol-based religion, 

according to Paul in verse 3? 

 The Corinthians were steeped in idol worship. 

 Paul calls them mute idols because of their false posing as legitimate gods.  They have no real 

power to do anything…even something as simple as speaking. 

LEADER GUIDE: 

“DISCOVER YOUR GIFTS” – 1 Corinthians 12 

 

CONNECTING: 
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 Christianity is the true faith founded on worship of the only, one, true, and living God.  Jesus 

Christ is the only way to experience salvation and reconciliation with God.  Therefore, a 

Christian must submit to Jesus as their Lord and Master, by faith.  The Holy Spirit enables the 

believer to submit in this way, and then through this Spirit, the believer receives gifts to serve 

Christ.  Those who worship vain and powerless idols and who curse Christ and refuse to submit 

to Him, will not receive the true Holy Spirit.  Therefore, they will have not true spiritual gifts.  

Only Christians have this empowerment. 

 

 

 

QUESTION #1: Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-7. What are spiritual gifts? Why does God give them to 

us? What are some implications of this fact for your life?  

 They are “services” or “activities” given by the Triune God 

 For the “common good” (i.e., the upbuilding of the Church for the glory of God – see Eph. 4) 

 Verse 7 says, “To each is given”.  This means, if you are a believer in Christ, you have at least 

one gift to be used for the building up of the Church.  It is an important gift, no matter what it is, 

because God has specifically hand-selected you to have it for the huge purpose of His mission 

in this world.  So, use it! 

 

QUESTION #2: What are the gifts Paul lists and what do they mean (see 12:8-11, 27-31)? Is this 

a complete list (compare Rom. 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Peter 4:7-11)? What is Paul’s point 

(1 Cor. 12:8-11)? 

 1 Cor. Gifts List: 

o Utterance of Wisdom – involved in speaking gifts; how to live life God’s way 

o Utterance of Knowledge – involved in speaking gifts; grasping of Scriptural truth 

o Faith – every believer has saving faith, but some have greater courage by faith 

o Healing – could be both miraculous healing as well as “natural” means for God’s glory 

o Miracle working – observably supernatural activities   

o Prophecy - not necessarily future-telling, but justice declaring and truth-proclaiming 

o Discerning spirits – a type of wisdom, especially in sorting out Satanic counsel and 

influences from godly counsel and influences 

o Various kinds of tongues – may simply be ability to know different languages 

o Interpreting tongues – ability to translate those languages for non-native speakers 

o Apostles – not a gift so much as a “role” – 1st century church-planting 

o Prophets – A role with the gift of prophecy 

o Teachers – a role with the gift of utterance of wisdom and/or knowledge 

o Helping – a role that utilizes gifts of serving others in practical ways 

UNDERSTANDING: 
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o Administrating – a role that utilizes gifts of management and organization 

 No it is not a complete list.  Also, contribution, mercy-giving, evangelists (role), marriage, and 

celibacy (singleness) are listed.   

 Paul is simply saying “there are a whole lot of gifts the Holy Spirit gives, and each one is 

important for the health of the Church.  So did get hung up exalting or wanting a few of the 

more “flashy” ones.”   

 

QUESTION #3: When Christians are using their gifts, how are they like a human body (1 Cor. 

12:12-13)? What does Paul mean when he says “we are all baptized by one Spirit into one 

body…and made to drink of one Spirit”? How does the “individualism” and self-orientation of 

our culture contrast with the lifestyle of a Christian?  

 The human body is composed of many interconnected systems and parts that make the whole 

organism function in a healthy way.  All of these systems and parts are equally important.  If 

one of them does not work properly, the whole body system is thrown off. 

 Even though we are all different…we are all ONE.  We have the same Spirit and the same Savior 

and Lord. 

 The Christian lifestyle is one centered on contribution.  The world is centered on consumption.  

Jesus came not to be served, but to serve (Mark 10:45).  We, as His Body, are to do the same. 

 

 

 

 

Spend some time discussing these questions.  Let your people freely digest what God’s Word is telling 

them.  Make sure to write down important things that are communicated so you can pray for your 

flock and help them take next steps in their new commitments. 

 

QUESTION #1: Read 1 Cor. 12:14-20. How do we avoid comparing ourselves with others and 

feeling inferior? Now read 1 Cor. 12:21-26. Why do some feel superior to others? How does 

Paul confront this prideful attitude? Do you feel like an important and needed part of the Body, 

or an insignificant part? Why? 

 Remembering that God is the One who arranged all of us into the role and gift that He hand-

selected for us.  He does this not to shame us or exalt us over our brothers and sisters.  He 

extends equal love and purpose to each of us.  We must remember that all of us are equally 

important to the functioning of the Body.  If this were not so, He would not have given us the 

gift we have, but something else instead.   

LIVING:   
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 Some gifts are more visible, exciting, or appreciated from a consumeristic standpoint.  People 

with those gifts can easily think they are more important than other Christians with less visible 

or “showy” gifts.   

 Paul simply reminds us of the foolish thinking that would exalt one body part over another! 

 

QUESTION #2: Paul says it is good for us to discover and use our gifts to serve Christ (1 Cor. 

12:27-31). Randy gave three ways to discover what your gift (or gifts) may be. How will you 

take your next step to find and use your gift? 

 3 Ways to Discover your gifts: 

o Where is your passion?  What do you desire to do in the Church? 

o What skills do you have?  What do people recognize as skills in you? 

o What are the available opportunities to serve? 

 Brainstorm with your group and ask what their passions are and skills are… 

 Discuss with your people about opportunities to serve: 

o Stonebridge Kids needs lots of servants!!  Perhaps you could volunteer to serve together 

as a group once a month? 

o Serve somewhere in our community together as a group. 

 

 

At this time ask your group to privately reflect if there is anyone who feels like they have never 

repented and received Christ’s forgiveness.  Then, share the gospel:  1.)  God is our authority (Gen. 1; 

Rom. 1:18-23) 2.) Each of us have rebelled and sinned against His authority; (Rom. 3:23) 3.) Because of 

this rebellious sin we are under the penalty of His condemnation and wrath; (Rom. 6:23) 4.) Jesus 

came to die and rise again to wash away our sins and bear the wrath of God in our place (Rom. 5:6-

11)  5.) All we have to do is receive this free gift of grace and eternal life by trusting in Christ alone for 

our salvation (Rom. 6:23 & 10:9-11).  Allow people to share right there with the group that they desire 

to be saved and then pray over them and have them pray to receive Christ as Savior.  Have group 

members gather around and lay hands on them.  Or offer to talk with anyone after group about these 

things if no one is comfortable to open up in front of the group.  Please let me know what happens!!  

How exciting!! 

 

REVIEW: What were last week’s assignments?  

Spend time this week thanking God for making you exactly as He did…for saving you…and for giving 

you a sure future and purpose to be on mission for the glory of His name.  Spend time reading Psalm 

139.   

 

REFLECTION: Discuss last week’s assignments 

Share about your time reflecting on Psalm 139 this past week.   

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY: 
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NEW Follow Up Assignments:   

How is the Body concept working for you? Are you becoming more aware of needing and 

appreciating the contribution of others? Are you entering into the suffering of others and rejoicing 

with those who are honored? If not, what is holding you back? Pray and examine your life for growth 

areas. Ask God to make you aware of opportunities to use your gifts and the courage to take your 

next steps in serving him.   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Question: Have you invited someone new to your group lately?  If not, don't miss the 

opportunity God gives us over the Christmas and New Years season to meet many new visitors 

to Stonebridge.  Invite them to your LIFE Group! 

2. Make sure your roster and attendance are up to date in InFellowship! 

3. Have you considered having Brett from Safe Families come to give a presentation at your 

group yet? 

 


